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ftfi5tibet a~ssemlblu,
Monday, 81h October, 1894,

Allewed inroads miads upon the South foreshore, at
Freinantle-Mackie street Rajiwag Crossing-Cost
of Patients attending Cooluffe itoapital-Con-
stitution Act Further Amendmient Bill: ifirt read-

lgEtension of Stats aid to .Assisted Schools-
Roads At Amendment Bfll: third reading -Drov-
Lug Bill: recommitted-Adjournment.

Tun SPEAKER. took the chair at 7-30
p.m.

PRAYERS,

ALLEGED INROADS MADE UPON
SOUTH FORESHORE, FREMANTLE.
MR. SOLOMON, in accordance with

notice, asked the Premier what action
the Government intended taking with
regard to the inroads being made on the
South Fremantle foreshore, in conse-
quence of the construction of the North
mole ?

THE PREMIEIR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the Government -was not
aware that inroads made upon the South
foreshore at Fremantle were due to the
construction of the North mole, for, so
far as the professional advice at the dis-
posal of the Government was reliable,
the North mole was calculated to protect
the South foreshore, rather than to cause
inroads upon it.

MACKIE STREET RAILWAY CROSSING.
Mit. JAMES, in accordance with notice,

asked the Director of Public Works
whether any, and if so what, provision
would be miade to prevent the danger
at ])resent arising from the unprotected
crossing at Mackie Street; whether a
crossing keeper would be p~laced at this
crossing; and if so, when?

Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Veu) replied
that it was not at present considered
necessary to place a crossing keeper at
Machie Street.

COST OF PATIENTS ATTENDING
COOLGARDIE HOSPITAL.

MR. A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, moved that a return be laid upon
the table of the House, showing-

t. The cost of the upkeep of the
hospital at Coolgardie, from the 1st

September, 1893, to 30th September,
1894.

z. The names of patients who have
taken advantage of the hospital during
above term.

3. The names of persons who have not
paid for hospital attention, and amounts
owing bky them.

He moved for the return because he had
been informted that a considerable number
of patients took advantage of this hospital
who could well afford to pay for the
accommiodation and treatment they re-
ceived , but who did not do so.

Motion put and passed.

CONSTITUTION ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by MR. BURT, and read a
first time.

EXTENSION OF STATE AID TO
ASSISTED SCHOOLS.

MR. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker -In
rising to move the motion of which I
have given notice, and which affirms
"tint, in the opinion of this House, it is

undesirable to further extend the system
of State aid to Assisted Schools," I am
dealing with a matter that has been very
promnently before the country-

SEVERAL MnEmsuns: No.Mn. SIMPSON: I observe that inter-
ruiptions have commenced very early. I
would suggest, if they were reserved until
a little later on, they would, perhaps, be
a little more effective. It is significant,
too, where they come from, in one instance
at any rate. I say, sir, this is a. matter
that has been prominently before the
public mind of this country, and, in order
to prove that statement, I challenge
opposition, when I say that, with the
exception of one single journal in the
country, and thata, weekly sheet belonging
to a particular denomination, every news-
paper in this country is in favour of the
abolition of the present dual system.
That, I should imagine, is somewhat of an
indication of the state of public opinion
on the question. As mnembers. will be
aware, the Educational Grant is an annu-
ally increasing grant; this year it is
greater than it was last year, and, under
existing conditions, it will continue to
grow, if the present system is perpetuated.
In connection with this motion, it is peen-
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liar and almost unintelligible, the action
that has recently been taken in certain
quarters. There seems to have been a
flutter in the dove-cot, sir. Special circu-
lars have been issued and forwarded to
members, practically amounting to a call
of the House, I believe, I did not receive
one inysell,-at which members will not
be surprised. There has also been a.
deputation, which waited on the Premier,
and I presume that the representations
made by that deputation practically put
the question before the country in the
strongest light it can be put on the part
of the supporters of the existing dual
system of education. I presume it is fair
to assume that. I have no desire to do
anything that is unfair in dealing -with
this question. I have no desire to use
the word "1intolerance," or to use the
word -"bigotry,"- words which are so
freely bandied about in certain quarters;
I believe there is still force in that preg-
nant old Shakesperian saying, " Let the
galled jade wince." Tint deputation,
sir, I imuagine, stated the case of the
Assisted Schools as forcibly as it can
be stated; and, in dealing with this
question to-night! from another stand-
point, I do not purpose merely to
express my own opinions; I wish to
give expresgion 'to opinions which have
gathered weight and influence through-
out the whole of Australia. I wish
to use quotations from the utterances
of prominent public men, men who have
graced the Bench, who have adorned the
Bar, and who, perhaps, raised the tradi-
tions of political life in Australia to as
high a platform as has been reached in
any part of the world. I purpose to
refer largely to the report of that Com-
mission of which that great man, George
Higinbothamn, was the chairman, and
which reported on this subject in Vic-
toria. Before doing so, I observe from
the daily press that the Premier, on
Saturday, in answer to a deputation that
waited -upon him, made a positive state-
ment as to the policy of the Forrest
Ministry in connection with this ques-
tion. He stated, beyond question-and
I have the reporter's notes before me-
that the Forrest Ministry intended that
the present system of education should
exist in Western Australia in perpetuity,
if they had the power to keep it so.
That is the statement of the Premier, sir.

THEr PREMIlER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):-
You had better quote the exact words, I
think.

Mn. SIMPSON : I will, sir.
TnuE PREMIEn (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):

I think it is only fair you should.
Mn. SIMPSON: I should be sorry

that in dealing with so grave a, pulblic
question I should in any way misrepresent
any public Man's Utterance.

THE Pniimxn (Rfon. Sir J. Forrest):
I do not think I said anything about
perpetuity.

MR. SIMPSON: I will read the hon.
gentleman's own words. He said "the
views of the Government were contained
in the speech he delivered in Bunburv in
Ma 'y last, and, although it was said that
the Government changed about, their
views now were the same as he expressed
themn then." The lion, gentleman then
read an extract from his Bunbury speech,
as follows.-,-"In 1871 the present Educa-
" tion Act was passed, and from that time
" to this it seems to have worked fairly
"1well. I think there might be a little
"more life instilled into it, and more
"interest, perhaps, taken in the education
"of the young. A higher standard mnight
"be adopted and more active supervision
"carried out; h ut 1 think no one can
"say that the system. has not worked

"well. It has given peace and quiet, and
"we have worked together in harmony.
"There was never mnuch said in favoutr of
"a, change until very recently. Well, the

"present Government are of opinion that
"the systemn of State and Assisted Schools
"should be continued in the colony."

Sir, I can only put one meaning on the
word "continued"; I take it that to
continue a, system is to perpetuate -it.
The lion, gentleman then goes on to
indulge in one of those high-sounding
common-places that adorn his speeches:-
-I believe in freedom of conscience,
"1and freedom of opinion. I don't be-
"lieve in coercion. I don't believe in
" forcing people to do what they consider
" is unjust, to them, just because you have
" the power to do it. My advice to you,
" and my advice to the people of this
"colony is, to leave the principles of the
"Education Act, as regards the Assisted
"Schools, alone." Then the hon. gentle-

man was good enough to say to the
deptation that "' the Government would
".oppose the motion of Mr. Simpson when
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"it maine on, and carry out the pledge"-
mark the word, "pledge"'-" they gave

to the people of the colony in his
"speech of May last. The present system
"was one which they had had in force for

:nearly a quarter of a century, and it had
"worked well, and had certainly given
"peace and harmony to the people. He
"saw no reason why they should change
"that system. It bad been proved that

"it worked well; in fact it was quite
" remarkable until recently the harmony,
" contentment and one-ness of opinion
.which seemed to exist in the colony.

"He regretted very much that only
"recently this foundation whlich was
",established in 1871, and which had
"been built on continually until the

"present time, should be sought to be
' destroyed. He could tell them that
"he desired to continue on the same
"lines which had worked well for so
",many years." I think that is a fairly
,accurate statement of the Premier's re-
marks.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
Quite so.

MR. SIlf1'SON: And I think it sup-
ports what I said, that the policy of the
Forrest Governiment is to lperpetuate the
present dual system so far as lies in their
power. In their statement of the case
put before the Premier by the deputation
on behbalf of the supporters of the present
system, it was stated by one of the speakers,
a, man who has been closely connected
with the educational system of the colony
for many years, and a man whose name
1 know Is very dear to the people of this
colony-Father Bourke-it was stated
that " to do away with the assistance
would cause a great injustice to them,
because their objections to the State
School system of education were based
on conscientious objections, which it was
impossible to explain to the general
public without giving rise to a religious
controversy." But the general public
have to contribute to support this system
of education, though they are to have no
explanation of the reason why it should
be continued, or why one section of the
community cannot avail themselves of
the State School system. I ask, have we
a right to grant State aid to any denonti-
nation or class in the community for the
education of their children when they
acknowledge they are in a position that

they cannot possibly explain to the public
why they are entitled Ilo that aid? That,
I take it, is what was said by their
distinguished spokesman at this depu-
tation. He goes on to say: "They had
conscientious objections that the religious
education in the Government Schools
was entirely inadequate, and their
people were not satisfied with it." And
yet, sir, it is a significant fact that
just on 14 per cent, of the teachers in
our State Schools belong to this de-
nomination whose spiritual leaders said
that the religious education in those
schools was entirely inadequate. These
teachers, I suppose, are competent to
impart adequate religions education in
their own schools, but if their children
go into those pest-houses the State
Schools, they become contaminated, be-
cause they ha~ve to mix up with State
children. That is what goes by the name
of " conscientious objections." It has
often puzzled me, as a matter of scientific
or psychological inquiry, where this con-
science is situated.

MR. MORAN: You wouldn't be able to
find it, because you haven't got a con-
science.

MR. SlIPSON: I have made a care-
ful search and endeavoured. to discover
the whereabouts of this particular kind
of conscience referred to; and I am
strongly inclined to think it is not to be
found at all in the human frame in its
nude form, in the privacy of the closet,
but that when it makes its appearance in
the public street it is generally located in
the breeches pocket. The same reverend
and distinguished gentleman goes on to
say, after referring to thle conscientious
objections which his people had to availing
themselves of the State schools - but
which objections could not be explained:
" That being so, they had to take their
stand upon it, and say that no further
concession was possible." I would like
to call particular attention to that word
" concession." Then he said: "Their
conscientious obijections were deep, as
might be judged from the large amiount
of monetary liability that had been in-
marred. in support of them." There
you have a distinct connection between
the conscience and the breeches pocket,
between the conscientious objections and
the monetary liability. Continuing, the
reverend gentlemian said: " They had been
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"at the expense of thousands of pounds

inm building and maintaining their
"schools, simply because they could not

"accept the Government arrangements
"in their own schools. If they looked
"outside this colony they found that

"their co-religionists were adopting the
"same course elsewhere. They regarded
" it as important that they should have
" the education of their own children,
"and under the care of teachers in whom

" they could confide." Of course, sir,
that is the key of the whole situation.
This particuliax denomination insist that
they shall have the right to select teachers
of their own. But the State says, " No;
we will train our own teachers, and ap-
point them to schools that are apart or
free from p~riestly influence." I do not
wish to speak wvith any disrespect of
any Church; far be it fromn me to do so.
But I have a, public duty to do, and any-
thing I have to say in the discharge of
that duty I shall say it very plainly,
though I hope not offensively. Before I
proceed to quote from the report of the
Commission I have referred to, I 'nay
point out to the Premier that no distini-
guished man in Australia who has fought
his way to a front rank in political life
has ever breathed a word in support of
the principle of the dual system of educa-
tion. [AN HON. MEMBER: Question.]
Ilam afraid the lion, member's information
is [lot so exact as8 mine on this point. No
])ublic juan in Australia who has reached
any great eminence in public life during
the last fif teen years has been a supporter
of this dual system. The conclusions
arrived at by the Royal Commission in
Victoria were distinctly' and emphatically
adverse to the system. Those conclusions
were based upon the necessities of public
education and the preponderating muiss
of evidence received by the Commission.
In their report they say : " The mis-
" chievous influences of denomination-
"alisni upon public education are repro-
sented by the witnesses to be twofold.
"First, it has a tendency to promote
"jealousy and distrust, and mutual appre-
"heasion, generally unfounded, amongst
"the parents of different denominations.
"These feelings do not, wui believe, now
"operate so much amongst the various
"sects of Protestants as between the
"whole body of Protestants on the one
"hand, and of Roman Catholics on the

"other. The second and most formid-
"able evil arises from the inability of the
"central authority to compel such ain
"amalgamation of schools belonging to
"different denominations as may be re-
"quired in the interests of good educa-
"tion, and demanded by considerations

"of economy. It is expressly or impliedly
"admitted by all the witnesses that de-
"nominationalism has chiefly contributed
"to produce an undue increase in the
"number of public schools, a less efficient
"system of school instruction, and a waste-
"ful expenditure of public money." In

another part of their report, the Commis-
sion say: " The only objection suggested
"by, the evidence to the adoption of a
"scheme such as we have proposed "-

that is to say, thme abolition of all State
aid to elementary education except to
public schools vested in one ventral
authority-" is raised on behalf of the
" Roman Catholic: denomnination. It is
" asserted that this denomination will
"not accept aniy scheme of public educa-
"tion by which the selection of teachers
"of Roman Catholic children is taken
"away from the tonmanCatholicclergy "--

which is exactly the position assumed
by the same denomination here-" that a
" separate grant should be given by the
" State to schools belonging to that
" denomination "-as we are doing here.
" This suggestion," the Commission say,
"needs, we think, only a brief considers-
"tion to ensure its rejection. A separate
"grant of public money to any one relig-
ions sect, wh ich other seets were not, per-
mitted to share, would involve a distinct

"recognition of that sect by the State "-
I ask the attention of members to these
words-" amnd would be a violation of the
" non-sectarian principles on which the
" Constitution of this colony is founded.
" The fact that the grant was bestowed
" for no other reason than because the
" sect in question entertained anti-social
"views on the question of education,
"would render the distinction morec in-
"excusable and obnoxious, and would
"give a colour of justice to the exaspera-
"tion and jealousy with which the other
"sects would certainly regard it. It mayv
"he added that in the opinion of several
"of the witnesses, in which we concur,

"the grant of a stin of money to the
" Roman Catholic denomination separ-
" ately would certainly lead to a demand



Assste Scool: S Or.,189.] State Aid to. 939

",on the p~art of the other sects for the
"extension to them of the same benefit.
"It would be impossible to resist such a
demand, and the consequence would be
"that denorninationalismn in its simple

"and most mischievous form would again
"become supreme in our system of edit-
" cation." Members, I think, will agree
with me that these are just and forcible
observations. The position assumed by
the Reman Catholic denomination in
Victoria at that time was exactly the
position assumned by the same denomina-
tion in this colony at the present moment.
" The Bishop of the Roman Catholic
Church " (the report says) "1claims, by
" virtue of his office, the right to have the
"exclusive control of the education of the

young; and, as a consequence, a demand
is made that the clergy of this denomina-
tion shall have the appointment of

"the teachers and committees of their
"schools." The Commission, however,

aud sonic of the most influential men in the
community who were examined before the
Comimission, did not hesitate to say that
the claims put forward by this particular
denomination were indefensible. Yet
we find the same claims put forward
here. At the deputation that waited on
the Premier the other day, one of the
speakers, a gentleman distinguished for
his intellectual power, and holding a
prominent position in the ecclesiastical
world, Father Kelly, indulged in some
very plain speaking on the question of
handing over the education of children
to religious bodies. The words lie used.
were soniewhat remarkable, and all the
more so coming from the representative
of a Church that claims the right to have
the education of its children entirely in
its own hands. 11e said, as reported,
" There had sprung up a spirit of dis-
"trust in the Churches of late years, and
" it wats in a measure the fault of some of
"the Churches themselves. They bad not
"done their duty to the people. They had
"acted in such a way that the people could
"not trust in the ministers and the min-
"istrations of religion. They had acted
"in a mercenary manner." Remarkable

words, on a remarkable occasion! An ap-
peal to Caesar, and a distinct answer from
Caesar. I come again to the report of the
Commission alreadv referred to, a report
which has had ai world-wide circulation,
and which is practically the foundation,

the bed rock, on which the educational
systems of the other Australian colonies
are based. It is said: " Each denomination
"has a fixed idea that the day school is
"a nursery or feeder to the Church, and
"that there is necessarily soniethingiwant-
"ing in any school which is not ruled
"directly by each respective congregation.

"In short, denomi nationalism is as ramp-
" arit as ever." Then it goes on to say:
" We aire of opinion ...... that the
" policy of discouraging, of gradually
"diminishing, and of finally abolishing
"all State aid to primary instruction,

"except to public schools, or by means
"of other machinery under the control
"of the central authority, should be
" distinctly announced by the Legislature,
"and resolutely acted upon." That is the
position I desire to take up; for I should
like to point out, in connection with this
inotioni, that what I anm asking this
House to affirm is that there shall be no
further extension of the present system
of State aid to Assisted Schools, not
that this grant should be immediately
abolished, but that it shall not be f urtther
cxtended, so that those who now secure
this grant may not be led to incur liabili-
ties which they may not be able to meet
if the grant were' to immediately dis-
appear, but that they shall be given to
understand that, no extension of the
present grant will be granted by the
Legislature of this country. The Premier,
in his reply to the deputation I have
referred to, has virtually tacked his name
to the statement that so far as hie and
his Ministry are concerned, this dual
system is to remain with us in lper-
petuity, so far as they have the power to
do so. I do not think, I am straining the
meaning of his words when I say that. I
would be sorry to strain or distort them,
but, if words have any meanigm cmn
from him as at public iman, they simply
have this meaning: that the present
Ministry is pledged to continue this
annual grant For this object in perpetuity,
and that so long as he is in power hie
will pledge the country to increase the
grant as population increases, and these
denominational schools are more largely
availed of. I think that is the position.
If so, what is to become of our State
Schools ? I do not believe, myself, there
is that unity amongst the members of the
Government oin this question which it hits
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been suggested there is. I do not believe
it exists.

TauE PREMIER (lion. Sir J. Forrest):
You don't want to believe it.

MR. SIM1PSON: I have reason to
beieve otherwise, and there is a very
strong Opinion amongst the public that
this feeling of -unanimity does not exist.
As to outside opinion on the subject, this
question was before the country at the
last election, and a broad shaft of bright
light was thrown upon it,-

Ma. CONN OR: It nearly threw you out,
at any rate.

MRn. SIMPSON:. I would he content
at any time to be left Out if I von mly
cause; and, perhaps, if I had been left
out I would have been as likely to have
done so. I say that the result of the
elections iu Perth threw a shaft of bright,
clear light upon public opinion as regards
this question in the metropolis of the
country. The free and independent
electors in the centre of the intellectual
life of the country, said distinctly through
the ballot box "We will notlhave this
dual system perpetuated." Tbhat verdict
camea with no uncertain sound from the
three metropolitan electorates. East
rerthi, and Central Perth. and West
Perth, each retuirned a, member distinctly
in favour of the abolition of the present
dual system. I challenge contradiction
of that statement.

Mn. CoNNoR: Quote ]Fremantle.
Mu. SIMPSON: That was distinctly the

verdict of the lbalot-boX in the. metropolis
of the country. We have heard a great
deal of " big otry " and " intolerace " in
connection with this question. A certain
mnmber of the participants of this grant
are very fond of using those words. I do
not know that any niember of this House
ever heard me, either in public or private
life, titter an intolerant or bigoted word;
I should be sorry to do it. But I ask this
House and T ask the country this question:
is it aL wise thing, is it a p)olitic thing tht
we should deliberatelyv perpetuate a. system
which encourages the growth in our coin-
ninnity, the feeling on the part of one
section of the comunity that if their
children comie in contact with the children
attending the State Schools of the colony
their religious principles are likely to be,,
continated, or to suffer P Is it right,
is it exp~edient, that we ahoulil instil this
idea oif objectionable associations into

the minds of the children of any -section
of the community?: What possible scruple
of conscience can there be in allowing
these children to mix together in their
school days, any more than in after years?
When these children grow to manhood
they mix together in our workshops, in our
counting houses, in our public service,
and in all the avenues of life. Is it a
wise thing for uis, -who are engaged. in
building uip the history of this country,
to setup theue obnoxious barriers between
the ch-ild-ren of different sections of the
community on the very threshold of their
young lives, and to perpetuate these
invidious distinctions which are bound to
have a pernicious influence upon them in
later life ? Is it wise to draw money out
of the poc;kets of the taxpayers to en-
courage this invidious growth in the
citizen life of this young country?
unagmne the Premier will admit, and the
Government w-ill adnit-I do not think
it is disputed by aniyone, in Australia at
any rate, for the principle has been
accepted in all these colonies-that it is
the duty of the State to take charge of
the education of its children. I think
the principle laid down by Maculay,
that as the State has the right to
hang, it has a right to educate, is
generally accepted in these colonies. We
know that the 'grant for educational puir-
poses in this colony, so far as these
Assisted Schools are concerned, is a smiall.
one, andc I do not think it can be said that
the results are very satisfactory, so far as
the State Schools are affected by it. We
also know that that much-respected and
energetic. body, the Romani Catholic de-
nomination, take the greater portion (I
suppose about 90 per cent.) of it; so that
this grant to Assisted Schools practically
amounts to an annual and seliarate grant
to one denomination. As to the objection
raised by this denomination on the ground
of religious convictions, we k-now that
under the amenuded Act religious teaching
is now alowed and enjoined in all our
schools. No class of school has any
advantage over the other in this respect.
The minister of any religious denomina-
tion, Protestant or CDathol ic, has the right
to enter any of our public schools to
impart religious teaching to the mcin-
Ibers of their respective flocks. Every
e ncouragen Lent h4i thus given to even-
denomination in this respect. It has
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been pointed out to me-and the fact
may not be generally known-that, in
this respect, the Government and A ssisted
Schools have to work under the Act as it
stands, and under the same regulations
and the same programme of instruction.
At bo0th classes of schools, half an hour
is set aside dail y-and half an hour
only-for religious teaching. That is
the case in the Assisted Schools as well
as in the Government Schools; the rest
of the time must be devoted to secular
instruction. These are the conditions
necessary in order to entitle a school
to participate in the grant, and any
infrin 'ganent of this regulation causes
a loss of the grant. That I have offici-
ally. I have already pointed out that
this motion which I have the honour
(If submitting for the consideration of
this House does not aim at the immediate
abolition of this grunt. It would inflict
no immediate hardship, and it will cause
no present disturbance in the operations
of those who participate in this grant.
What this motion aims at is that there
shall be no further extension of the
system. This grant, as I have said, is
increasing; it is larger this year than it
was last year, and, unless it is checked,
it will continue to get larger in p)roportion
to the growing number of children in o'ur
rapidly increasing population. Therefore,
there can be no better time than the
present for affirming the principle which
I ask this House to affirm by agreeing to
the motion now k-fore it. At no future
time can the discontinuance of the exist-
ing system cause less disturbance than at
the present. The sys vtemn adopted in
New South Wales, and which is the
system I wish to see in force here, created
no serious disturbance in that com-
mnunity. The Premier when dealing with
this question is very fond of talking
about peace and harmony. There may
ime harmony, and there may be peace, or
he may call it peace. We have read of
an instance where they made desolation,
and called it peace. A famous general
once announced that " order reigns in
Warsaw "; and we know that the reason
why order reigned in Warsaw was because
he had destroyed all his opponents.
When the Bill which gave New South
Wales its present system of education
was introduced, the following statement
was made by a distinguished statesman in

that colony: "We think this Bill may
be fairly accepted by anl-by every

"class, by every sect. It does not matter
whether the child belongs to an Irish,

"a Scotch, an English, or an Australian
"family. What is aimed at is that he
"should be considered as belonging to a
"family formning part of the 1)OPU li ion
"of this free and fair country ; that we
"should secure to him the means Of
instruction upon the basis from which

"his friends, according to their oppor-
"tunities and circumstances, may carry
"out any degree of education they think
"proper. We think another advantage
"of this Bill is that it is not a Bill for

"the poor alone. It is not at Bill con-
" ceived in any sense of helping only
" those who cannot help themselves; but
"it is a Bill framed and intended to
"bring into existence a system of educa-
tion for nfl the children of all classes;

"so that the child of the poor and the
"child of the rich may sit side by side in
"their tender years, when they receive
"the first rudiments of instruction, and
"when there is no occasion for any see-
'tariandistinction." Our presentaystem

provides that the State, in providing for
the education of the children of this
colony, shall make a " sectarian dis-
tinctioun.' Continuing, the same dis-
tinguished statesnman said: "1We think
"this Bill may be received, and ought, to
be received, by our Roman Catholic

"fellow citiz~ens. Surely the Catholic
"religion, with all its sacraments, does
"not depend upon some particular form

":being taught; and, surely it cannot
be a thing the teaching of which
renders it necessary to separate the
Cathohic children from the other child-
ren of the country. They must mix

"in after years, and be associated with
"eaoch other in all the duties of everyvdayv
" life. Let them be workers, traders, men

of competent Inoans; let them go wlier-
"ever they may, into whatever groove of
society circumstances may direct them-

"they must mix with persons entertain-
ing other opinions. And I venture to
say that they ought so to mix; that

"they ought to unite in promoting the
"general interests of their own country
"in preference to any consideration what-

"ever. Let us be of whatever faith we
"may, born on whatever soil we may,
"reared under whatever associations we
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"may, let us still remember that we are
" above everything else free citizens of a
"free common wealth." I suppose, sir,

we shall get from the Premier to-night a
distinct pronouncement as to the policy
of the Governmtent, or the attitude of the
Government, with regard to this question.
Although, as I have said, I am opposed
to the sudden abolition of the present
grant to Assisted Schools, I believe that
no Ministry that seeks to perpetuate the
existing system will find itself in accord
with the public feeling of the country.
In dealing with this grant my idea is that
in doing so we should have regard to
existing interests, and that in this colony
we should deal with those who are re-
ceiving this grant in the same way as
was adopted in New South Wales-let
thein be given to Understand that the
grant will disap pear in a certain number
of years, and that where they have built
schools and find themselves unable to
carry them on, owing to the withdrawal
of this grant . or to the want of other means,
the State will lease these school buildings
from them, or, if they are willing to ac-
cept a fair price, will, purchase them. In
that colony, as I have indicated, they went
on the great principle that the State should
educate its children without reference
to class or denomnination. This House,
I think, is composed of members belong-
ing to all known denominations; in fact,
to more than all known denominations.
I believe sonic of them do nit exactly
know to which denomnination they' belong
-they arc, so to speak, not branded yet.
My point is this: in looking at the ques-
tion of elementary education, this House,
composed as it is of members repre-
senting all drnomninatious, should not. lay
it down as a fixed principle that a certain
portion of the public revenue should he
set apart. increasing in amount every
year, to one particular denomination, for
the promulgation. of its onm particular
doctrines. I do not say that in any
invidious sense; I do not wish to say
atnything that would hurt the feelings of
any denomination.

THE PREAsuRu (HR. Sir 3. Forrest):
Don't apologise too much.

Mn. SIMPSON: Ilam not apologising.
The Premier never heard an apology' from
mne yet, for I am Careful not to utter
anything that requires an apology ; and,
perhaps, if the bon. gentleman himself

followed the samne rule, his manner some-
times would he a little less offensive. We
have been told by the Premier that the
intention of his Government is to per-
petuate the present system, and I suppose
we shall be told, so again to-night. If
we do sc' we shall deliberately encourage
the growth of a system which mnust strike
not only at the efficiency but the vitality
of the State Schools. I am perfectly
justified, from my own observation and
from my reading of history in other
countries-I ami perfectly justified in
saying that one of the two systems
must disappear. There isnot the shadow
of a doubt in mny mind about that.
Either the State School system -will
become a reproach and a disgrace to
the coinmmunity, and the denominational
system will carry out the work that the
State ought to do itself, or else the other
system must disappear. I believe, if we
take all things into consideration, and if
I read the signs of the times rightly, the
writing on the wall distinctly points to
the fact that the State School system will
eventually wipe out of existence the rival
system. That is my firm belief. I
believe that the inherent virtue of the
State School system, and the acceptance
it receives from all thoughtful sections
of the community, point to that consum-
inationl. I think OUr great care as a
Legislature should be to see that. our
State School system is not trainuelled or
encumbered by any rival agency, assisted
out of State funds, to clog its usefulness
and to detract from its success. As 1
shall have an opportunity before the
debate coloses of replying to any argu-
ments that may be put forward in op po-
sition to this miotioni, I will not detain
the Rlouse further at this stage. I have
endeavoured to place the issue before
members in as modeorate language as I
can command, and I hope I have not
urged my views with any unnecessary
warmith. I have endeavoured to abstain
fromn giving utterance to any sentiment
that might. appear to savour of intoler-
ance-I will not say of bigotry-, for I
thint)k it is impossible for me to be a
,bigot. I beg to move the motion standing
in my name.

Ma. RANDELL: I think the motion
which the hon. memtber has placed before
the House is a, very moderate one, and I
think it is one that should receive the
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careful consideration of hon. members; I
also hope it may secure their adhesion.
if, perhaps, the hon. member had moved
that we should do away with State aid
to Assisted Schools altogether, his reso-
lution would probably have been met
with a decided negative from a, consider-
able number of members, and I think he
has adopted a wvise course in moving
as he has done, that it is undesirable
to " further extend " the present systemn.
If I remember rightly, a resolution to
the same effect was moved in another
place last session, and cardied; or, at any
rate, if not carried, received a very large
amount of support,-tbat, whilst there
was no wish to destroy a system which
bad prevailed for the last twenty years,
yet that it was desiralble, in the interests
of the country, that as soon as lpossible
this dual system should cease. I hold
that opinion very strongly myself, and. I
have given expression to it at various
times and in several places. As the hon.
member has said, I believe that, to a
very large extent, L, who now represent
Perth in this, House, owe my return to
the fact that I spoke out honestly and
fairly on this same question, and that
I carried with me the general body of
the ratepayers or electors of the city.
The lion. mnember, in moving is reso-
lution, made use of one expression which
I think is an important one, and one that
should not be lost, sight of, namely, that
the State system Of education Ought to be a
system adapted for the "tfree citizens of a
free commonwealth." Our present State
School system is one which, without injury
to the conscience of anyone, maty he availed
of to the utmost by any religious body.
It does not tamper with the religiouis
convictions of anyone; and I think it is
a very serious question for the country
when we find one section of the Comn-
munity wishing to erect barriers between
itself and other sections of the com-
mnunity, and to keep itself as much apart
from thorn as possible in the matter of
educating their children. In after life,
in the ordinary transactions of trade and
commerce, in the workshop and in the
counting-house, and in all the avenues of
business, we mix together on a common
ground, and I think it would be bene-
ficial to th e common wealth at large if our
children, in their younger days, mnixed
together on a common ground in the

schools of the country, It is urged that,
they are unable to do so on conscientious
grounds. I hope I have as great a regard
for the supremacy of conscience as any
member of this House, or any member of
the community. It has always been a
fundamental principle of mine. From
my childhood, I may say, I have been
reared and educated to remember that
conscience is supreme everywhere. But
I confess that, in this particular instance,
I amn unable to a.ppreciate the objection
of one section of the community to avail
itself of our State School system on that
ground. I fail to see that conscience has
anything whatever to do with it. We all
kinow, from the events that took place in
1871, when the present systemn of edc--
mentary education was adopted, what
were the real grounds for the change that
then took place. The Premnier's words to
the deputation that waited upon him a
few dlays ago, about the existence of
peace and harmony in the vommaunity,
wer-e as applicable to the state of things
that existed in the community uip to that
dlate as they were now. Except that
there was some agitation on the part of
the Catholic priesthood to secure for
themselves a portion of the Education
Vote, peace and harmony prevailed, and
I believe that the system at that time in
force recommended itself to the corn-
mnunity generally, and. certainly in the
larger centres of population the stanidard
of education was equal to what it is
at the present moment,-or at any rate
to what it was twelve months ago, when
an effort. was maode to enlarge the curri-
culum, and to induce teachers to better
qualify themselves for their profession
by offering them certificates of efficiencv.
Of course we know that the comparativel y
low standard of attainments flint has
prevailed among the teachers in this
colony has been in mnany cases due to the
fact that the salaries in many parts of
the colony are so smnall that they offer no
inducement to really' good mnen to enter
the profession. As the hon. member for
Geraldton has said, it is genet-ally recog-
nised, in these Australian colonies at any
rate, that it is the duty of the State to
educate its children. I believe no0 One
questions that statement at the present
momlent. I believe we are all agreed that
it is part of the duty of the State to edu-
cate the rising generation. That being
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the case, surely it is the duty of thle State
to try and secure the best possible schools
it can throughout the whole country, and
to offer every inducement to seclure In
efficient sta~ff of teachlers, by enabling
them to earn a fair and reasonable salary.
But what do we findP We find the
State actually subsidising other schools to
compete with its own schools. These
Assisted Schools are established for the
most part in the large centres of popula,-
tion, where they are more likely to thrive.
Those who establish them carefully leave
small country places alone; in very few
instances do we find them establishing
schools in places where the population is
smiall. They leave the State to provide
for the wants of these localities; and, in
this way, the cost of the State School
systeml is considerably enhanced. It has
been stated that the education pro-
vided by the Assisted Schools has
given gneral satisfaction. I admit
that the education i'jated in them
-especially in the gir s schools-has
been at least equal to that imparted
in the Government Schools. I believe it
has been clamed that it is superior, but
I know that contention caninot be ]nan-
tamned on anything like fair grounds.
It can only he justified by taking the
average results of Assisted Schools, which,
as I said, are mainly confined to the
larger centres of population, and comi-
paring those results with the average
results of State Schools. which are not
confined to these centres of population
but scattered also over the rural districts
of the colony, where the population is
smnall, and the attendance meagre and
less regular than at the schools in the
larger centres of population, and the
attainments of the children consequently
lower. However, I am quite willing to
admit that the work done in these As-
sisted Schools is good; but the logical
conclusion of the argument that they do
the wvork cheaper and better than the
State Schools is simply an argument that
we should bhand over to the promoters of
these Assisted Schools our whole system
of education. But I do not admit the
jnstice of the argument, and I ami quite
sure we are not prepared to carry it out to
its logical conclusion, and hand over our
education system to that particular de-
nomination which, with its splendid
organisation, is able to take such advan-

tage of the present State aid sysemi. I
noticed that an argumenlt used by one
of dile gentlemen belonging to that de-
nomiuation, who attended the deputation
that waited upon the Premier the other
day on this question, was that the agita-
tion against the Assisted Schools did not
comne from the public or thle parents of
children ; and, in support of that state-
ment, allusion was made to the fact that
a Government School had recently been
established at West Perth or Leederville,
where there were two denomi national
schools, but that none of the children
attending those schools had been re-
moved to the State School. It was
stated that although the memorial in
favour of establishing the State School
had been signed by the parents of over
100 children, only 19 pupils attended the
school altogether. I happen to be in
possession of the facts or circum stances
which mnakie it quite plain why there
should be such a smnall attendanlce at this
particular school, and that few or no
children have been removed from the
denominational schools in the neighbour-
hood. I believe that pressure, and very
great pressure, has been brought to bear
upon the parents of these children, and
infl uences brought to work which they
have been unable to withstand. They
have been personally visited by those
who are interested in the denoinational
schools, and strongly pressed not to take
their children away atnd send them to the
State School. I also know that every
opposition was offered in eritain quarters
to the establishment of that school, from
the very first. I mention these facts,
because they thr-ow a, pretty strong light
upon the causes which have militated
against thle attendance at this particular
school. But I know that a good toeacher
has been appointed to the school, and I
am quite satisfied that very shortly lie
will establish a reputation there, and
that the school will re;eiv.e the support it
deserves, and which it would have re-
ceived already but for the pressure and
influeiices I have referred to. The
Premier on one occasion stated that it
was the duty of the Government to see
that schools were established throughout
the colony. I am very sorry to say that
in the past this has not beenl 'onsidered
a very urgent duty by former Govern-
ments, nor, indeed, by the present one,
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until very recently. A short time ago,
I know it was very difficult to obtain
money from public funds for the erection
of schools. I say that, as a member of
the late Central Board.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We never refused the Central Board any-
thing since we have been in office.

MR. RANDELL: I know we had to
wait month after month, and year after
year, before we could get the schools we
applied for, and desired to see estab-
lished, in different parts of the colony.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I know I never refused them.

TUE COMMISSIONER Or OnowN LANDS
(Ron. W. E. Marmion): Not under
Responsible Government, I think.

MR. RANDETJTJ: Yes, under Respon-
sible Government. It is only within the
last twelve months or so that the subject
has been taken up in earnest by the
Minister, and schools are now being
established where they ought to have
been established long since.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):-
They were never asked for before.

Mn. RANDElaL: I know the Central
Board could not get the funds when they
asked-

THiE P.REMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
That was under the old form of Govern.
ment, not this one.

MR. RANDELL: Otherwise we would
have seen a different state of things from
what we see now. I am in accord with
the principle enunciated lately by the
Ministry that they will establish schools
wherever there is a need for their being
established. I think, if we do that, we
shall go a great way towards bringing
about the cessation of this State aid to
Assisted Schools. I hold that opinion
very strongly, and I tbink it is a view of
the question that will be supported by
this louse,-that the Government shoul
plant schools wherever they are needed.
Assisted Schools are defended on religious
or sectarian grounds. I think the pri-
mary duty of every man is to the State,
as a citizen. Afterwards he can consider
the interests of his own Church, but not
before. The first duty of every citizen is
to promote the best interests of the State;
the interests of his Church should stand
second in his estimation. As I said at
the conmmencemnent, I think the motion

now before us is a very, moderate motion,
and I hope it will commend itself to
members. In common with the hon.
member who brought it forward, I should
be sorry, seeing that the present system
has been -established sow for some 23
years, to see this aid to Assisted Schools
taken away suddenly, - certainly not
without compensation. But if the de-
nomination chiefly interested were willing
to lease their school buildings, or to sell
them to the State, I should be quite
willig that the State, at whatever sat-i
flee, should accept the position. It was
not my Intention to have spoken at any
great l~ength on this subject, nor would I
have said so much as 1 have done but for
what I saw stated in the newspaper
report of the deputation that waited
upon the Premier a few days ago. It
was then Stated that " peace and har-
mony " prevailed in the community, We
know that may always prevail, whenever
cue side has been willing to give way, and
to refrain from asserting its rights; and
that' has been the case to a large extent
in connection with this education ques-
tion, But has there been, and is there
such peace and contentment with the pre-
sent state of things as we are sometimes
led to supposeP Underneath the surface
I believe not. I know there have been
complaints as to the undue competition
with Government Schools in different parts
of the country, and that in some of the
smaller towns these schools are nearly
ruined by the establishment in their midst
of these rival schools assisted by the State.
I think it is false policy, and a policy that
is not good to the country, to allow the
present dual system to continue, or, at
any -rate, to allow it to extend; and I
take it that behind this motion there is
an intention that the system shall gradu-
ally cease by some means or the other-
by honourable means, of course. I think
one of the best means for bringing about
this consummation would be to see that
good and efficient teachers. are appointed
to our State Schools, and that the equip-
ments of the schools should be improved,
so as to ensure the children attending
them receiving a good sound education.
Of course I amn aware that these denomi-
national schools exist in England. But a
different state of things exists there alto-
gether. They started with the denomi-
national System there,
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THE Commissioxn op CROWN L ANflS
(Hon. W. E. Marinion) : I suppose they
are Dot " free citizens of a free common-
wealth" in England.

MR. RMWDELL: In this respect they
have not always been free citizens. Itwa
more than a parent dared, especially inth
rural districts, to send his child to another
school, in England. He was obliged, under
the risk of incurring the penalty of being
deprived of his means of livelihood, and
of being ostracised, and suffering other
penalties of which probably the boa.
member knows nothing about, to send
his children to the parish school.

THE CoMMIssIONER op CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Mannion): How long ago
is thatF

Mx. RAXDELL: Even up to the
present moment that state of things pre-
vails in the country districts in England.
I have read of it in newspapers of recent
date. There is one of these schools in
every parish, controlled by the clergyman
of the parish, who has the supreme
management, and no one would think of
interfering with him. This state of
things prevailed for a long, long term of
years, all over England, until an attempt
was made to remedy it by the establish-
ment of what are called British schools,
mn the towns, and excellent schools they
are, very much superior, as a rule, to the
other schools. If members have read a
very excellent article recently written on
the subject by Mr. J1. G. Fitch, a high
authority on the question of education,
and published in the Nineteenth Century,
they will have seen the case put very
fully and very fairly. And what do we
find there? We find that in the very
stronghold of denominationalism, the
Board Schools are gradually winnin
their way, and it is only a question of
time-and it will not be long hence-
when the denominational system will be
wiped out in England, and Board Schools
established in every part of the country.
They are now recognising the principle
which in Australia has been recognised
for a long time, that it is the duty of the
State to educate its children, and to adopt
the best means for accomplishing that
end. I would be the last to say anything
ungenerous, or unkind, or to endeavour
to induce members to do anything that is
unfair or unjust towards these Assisted
Schools. I recognise, to some extent

at ay rate, hti called the sacrifices
that have beenhmade by their supporters;

but I am not quite willing to concede
that these sacrifices are made altogether
in the interests of education. They are
made for other purposes. I admire the
self-denial of those who make these sacri-

Iflees; I also admire the splendid organi sa-
tion which enables them to accomplish
educational work that cannot be so
effectually accomplished without such
means by other portions of the com-
munity, not even by the Church of
England. We have not the available
staff of unpaid teachers who have dedi-
cated their lives to working in this field
of labour. But what has been the practi-
cal result? Although, nominally, the
present system is one of assisting all
schools, irrespective of creed or denomi-
nation, it virtually resolves itself into
one of State aid to due particular
denomination, for carrying on its own
system of education. It is so by the
force of circumstances. Recognising that
fact, it teonies our duty, as politicians,
sand it becomes the duty of the Ministry'
of the day, to look the question fairly in
the face, and say whether this system
shall be continued, or whether we should
endeavour, as speedily, as possible--but
as honouabl y as possible-to bring it to
an end. I believe it is an imperative
duty east upon us to take this matter
into our most earnest consideration. A
resolution passed by this House the other
day affirmed that it is desirable that
direct State aid to religion should
cease. I hope the House will also
accept this resolution, and affirm that
State aid in another form, to any
religious denomination, through these
Assisted Schools, shall likewise cease. I
say so in the best interests of the com-
munity. I Say so on the gi-ounds of
patriotism; on the ground that we are
all members of one and the same nation,
and citizens of the same great common-
wealth. Although we may hold different
views on religious subjects, that does not
make us one whit less fellow citizens of
that great Empire of which we are proud
to form a part. I am afraid I have
spoken in a very desultory manner on
this important question. It was not my
intention to have addressed the House at

Isuch length ; but the resolution com-
Imends itself to me as being a very
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moderate one, and I thought it was my
duty to say a few words. I am afraid I
have been led a little outside the parti-
cular subject now before us, but I hope
I have not uttered anything that can be
considered to be offensive to anyone. I
only wished to make known the senti-
ments 1, myself, hold with regard to this
question, and the convictions which have
been forced upon me by a long and inti-
mate acquaintance with the practical
working of the educational system of the
colony. I have endeavoured to give
utterance to these convictions without
hurting the feelings of anyone;- and I
think it is the duty of all of us to give an
honest expression to our opinions upon
this very important question.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
I1 am sure we must have all listened with
attention and interest to the hon. member,
the leader of the Opposition, in the ob-
servations he has made on this subject.
I also think that not one word of what
he has uttered could in any way give
offence to any of the members of this
House. He has dealt with the matter,
from his point of view, in a fair and
reasonable way. I must, however, say
that I takre exception to the suggestion
that the question uow before us is in any
way a new one in this House. Ever
since the.- introduction of Responsible
Government we have had debates upon
the question, and we have arrived at
decisions concerning it. Therefore, the
attitude of the present Government
towards the question should not have
come with surprise, even upon the bon.
member for Geraldton, though the hon.
member would lead one to suppose that
the Government had expressed no opinion
on the subject, or made say declaration
of their policy with regard to it until I
addressed the electors at Bunbury in
May last. But the hon. member knows
very well, without my telling him, that
the present Government had expressed
their views in this House on this question
on more than one occasion; and the atti-
tude which they observe towards it at
the present moment is not in any way
new, and should not come upon the hon.
member in any way as a surprise. The
hon. member, himself, hasnmoved asimilar
motion before in this House, though any
one listening to him this evening would
imagine that it was some new idea that

had flashed upon his mind, or that it
was the first time he had ever given
expression to his sentiments on the sub-
ject. But we know very well it is an
old subject with him. .He has fought
two elections over it, and he was very
nearly defeated upon it on the last occa-
sion. In fact ever since he has entered
political life it has been his shibboleth.

MR. SimpsoN: A very good one, too.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

I do not know whether the hon. member
intends to continue in his crusade against
the present system of education. Although
he has not said so to-night, we all know
that his idea is that the system of educa-
tion in this colony should be free, secular,
and compulsory.

Mn. SimpsoN: I never said anything
Iof the kind.

THE PREI~MER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That is the hon. member's view, never-
theless. The view the Government take
of this matter is that we have to deal
with the question as it exists in this
country. We have not to commence a
new system; we have to deal with a
system introduced in 1871, founded upon
the English Act, and which has remained
in force and worked fairly well on the
whole from that time up to this, and, I
believe, given satisfaction to the majority
of the people of the colony. I do not mean
to say that it has worked altogether satis-
factorily; I believe it can be improved
in the way I stated at Bunbury, by
giving more vitality to it, by adding
to its efficiency, and making the standard
higher. But it has served us fairly well
during the last twenty-three years; and,
so far as I am concerned, I am not pre-
pared to revolutionise a system that has
given a fair amount of satisfaction during
the whole of that dine. There is one
point I would like to emphasise, and that
is this: I cannot admit for a moment
that the system of Assisted Schools is
intended for the Roman Catholic de-
nomination only. It is open to all de-
nominations to avail themselves of the
system. The fact. remains that the Roman
Catholic Church has been the one that
has taken the greatest advantage of the
system. But there is not one word in
our Education Act of 1871 which in any
way limits the operation of the system of
Assisted Schools to the Roman Catholics,
or to atny other creed or denomnination,
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It is open to all to take advantage of it,
and to some extent-not to any large
extent, I admit-it has been taken advan-
tage of by the Anglican Church. If it
has not been taken advantage of more
largely by other denominations it is no
fault of the Act. I am of opinion, as I
have stated before, that the Assisted
Schools should not be allowed to unduly
interfere with our so-called Government
Schools. If I were Minister of Education,
I would not allow an Assisted School to
be established in a place where it would
injure the Government School, or where
I thought there was no room for both;
but I certainly would allow it where
there was room for both schools. I
believe that has been the principle
which has been generally adopted by
the present Minister of Education; and
I believe it has been the principle adopted
ever since the Act has been in force. I
remember, myself, having been in the
Executive Council, years ago, when ap-
plications were made for the establish-
ment of Assisted Schools, and when those
applications were not supported by the
Central Board of Education, and the
Government refused to sanction their
establishment. I remember many in-
stances of that kind, and I do not know
of one instance in which the Government
of that day, or of this, has established an
Assisted School in a p~lace where its
establishment has not been recommended
by the Central Board of Education. I
can say that, from my ow-n experience. I
amn of opinion, sir, that these Assisted
Schools are Government Schools, and not

private schools. They are entirely under
the control of the State. They are not
allowed to use any books, or to carry out
any course of instruction other than
what is approved by the Minister under
the by-laws or regulations framed under
the Act. There is no religion allowed to
be taughat in ay of these Assisted Schools
except during the hour set apart for that
purpose, and approved by the Minister.
Therefore, I say these Assisted Schools
may be regarded as Government Schools,
rather than private or denominational
schools. These are my views with regard
to these schools. I say they are not de-
nominational schools in the sense that
some members who have spoken would
lead us to believe. They are State Schools
in the sense that they are under the con-

trol of the State. Religion cannot be
taught in these schools any more than in
other State Schools, except with the ap-
proval of the Minister, and under the
same regulations. Then, again, on the
score of economy-though I don't know
that this is a matter that should alto-
gether influence us in the considera-
tion of this question; it would not in-
fluence me unless I thought I was on the
wrong road-but, even on the score of
economy, there is certainly a great deal
to be said in favour of this Assisted
School system. The hon. member who
brought forward the motion has not said
it, but I may point out a few facts of
which, perhaps, members are not aware.
I have here some figures--

MR. SimpsoN: Who prepared them for
you ?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I prepared them myself: I find that in
1898 (that is last year) the average attend.
ance at what are called Government
Schools was 3,088-I must admit it
is a rather poor attendance, but there
it is-and that the cost to the colony
was X10,444. In the Assisted Schools
the average attendance was 1,587, and
the cost to the colony was £1,962. It
appears, therefore, from these figures-
and I must say I was surprised when
I camne to look into the matter to-day
-that about one-third of the avenuge
number of children attending the schools
in this colony attend these Assisted
Schools, and that the cost to the State is
about one-fifth. This, mind you, does
not take into consideration the cost of
what I may call the permanent establish-
ment, which I may say is common to
both classes of schools, and which
amounted last year to £1,668.

MR. RANDELL: What about the fees?
THu, PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

I arm not looking at the fees: I don't
know where they all go to. But it
appears from these statistics that it
costs the colony £10,444 to educate
3,088 children in the Government Schools,
and only £1,962 to educate 1,537
children to the same standard of
attainments in the Assisted Schools.
In other words, if all these children
were taught in the Assisted Schools, the
cost to the State would be about one-
third. Instead of being £212,000 it would
have been £4,000. In addition to that,
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the Government have to build their own
schools out of public funds, whereas the
Assisted School buildings axe not a charge
upon the public funds. In the Loan
Act of 1893 there was a sum of £20,000
for the erection of schools, and in the
Estimates now before the House there is
a further sum of £9,000 for the same
purpose. In other words, the State has
incurred, or proposes to incur, an expendi-
ture of £29,000 out of public funds for
the erection of new schools, which would
be all saved under the Assisted School
system. I think these statistics deserve
some consideration. It may interest
members to know the average number of
children that are attending the two classes
of schools in the principal towns of the
colony. The following figures deal with
the state of affairs during last year:
In Perth there were five Assisted Schools
belonging to the Roman Catholics, with
an avenage attendance of 526 scholars
(which included 53 orphans); twoAssisted
Schools under the Church of England,
with 106 scholars (including 25 orphans)
-total 632. On the other hand, we had
three Government Schools in Perth, with
an average attendance of 462 scholars.
At Fremantle, including Bleaconsfield,
there were five Government Schools, with
a total of 460 scholars, as against four
Assisted Schools, with 316 scholars. At
Albany 163 children attended the Govern-
ment Schools, and 160 attended the
Assisted Schools. At Bunibury the
numbers were-128 at the Government
Schools, and 56 at the Asgisted Schools.
At Geraldton 97 attended the Govern-
ment Schools, and 94 attended the
Assisted Schools, the numbers being
about equal. At Guildford 84 children
attended the Government Schools, and 60
the Assisted Schools. 'At Newcastle the
numberattendingthe Government Schools
was 36, as compared with 49 attending
the Assisted Schools. At Northam 73
children attended theGovernment Schools,
and 53 attended the Assisted Schools;
and at Northampton 16 pupils attended
the Government School, while 55 attended
the Assisted Schools. There is a con-
siderable discrepancy at Northampton.

MR. SIMPsoN : Yes, and a lovely State
schoolmaster you sent there.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I believe he was rather old-fashioned.
At York 119 children at-tended the

Government Schools, and 62 the Assisted
Schools in that town. It will be seen
from these figures that in the largest
towns of the colony, which I have
enumerated, the total number of children
attending the Government Schools at the
end of last year was 1,638, and 1,587
attending the Assisted Schools. There
were also 1,468 children who wereeducated
in Government Schools, at places where
there were no Assisted Schools.

MR. RAN DELL: And in most cases they
cost from £24 to £5 per head, and in
some cases more.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Yes, I must say, in fairness, that the
children educated in State Schools, where
there are no Assisted Schools, cost con-
siderably more, on the average. I was
so informed by the Secretary to-day. I
think anyone who looks at these figures
must come to the conclusion that it is not
the children of one denomination alone
who are being educated in the Assisted
Schools, when we find that the number
educated in these schools and in the
Government Schools are almost equal, in
the ten principal towns of the colony.
When we hnow the proportion of Roman
Catholics in the colony to the whole popu-
lation, it cannot be said for a moment
that it is only Roman Catholic children
who are being educated in these Assisted
Schools. The opinion I have formed is
that a good many other children must
attend these schools, or these figures
would not come out as they do; and I
think that is a matter that should not be
lost sight of. In addition to the figures I
have quoted, of course a large number of
children attend private schools ? These
private schools are established in every
town of importance, and axe attended
mainly by children belonging to the
wealthier classes of the community; so
that it must not be supposed that the
figures I have quoted represent all the
children that are being educated in the
colony.

MR. RANUELL: There are about twenty
private schools in Perth.

THE PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest):
They are neither Assisted nor Govern-
ment Schools, but are supported by
private persons. There is another point
I should like to refer to. It is not a new
opinion I have formed, but one I have
given expression to on more than one
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occasion : while 1 agree with what the
hou. member for Perth has said with
regard to the desirability of encouraging
the rising generation of aRl creeds and
classes to grow up together in friendly
intercourse in their young days, and to
continue the same friendly relations in
after life as they grow older, still I do not
think we want-I know I don't want-
to encourage anything in the shape of
what I call proselytising. I do not want
to offer any encouragement to any class
of people to proselytise or to win away
others from one religion to another. If
one denomination desires to preserve its
identity, and to bring up its children in
its own particular faith, or its own parti-
cular tenets, I have no objection to its
doing so.

MR. RANDELL: So long as they pay
for it, and don't ask the State to pay for
it.

TaE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I do not believe in compelling people to
allow their children to mix up with
others, and run the risk of being pro-
sely-tised, if they have a conscientious
objection to it. There is another con-
sideration, and it is a matter, perhaps,
of more importance than is generally
attached to it, and that is that the present
system encourages a spirit of emulation
and healthy rivalry between the two classes
of schools. It is very much the same as
with otu Churches. I have often thought
that, if we were all of one and the same
religion, or if in this great empire to
which we belong there was only one
Church, it would be pretty well a dead
Church. It would have very little vitality
about it. I believe it is a good thing for
us to have these divisions amongst us,
and that we should have our different
Churches or denominations, -that we
should have Church of England people,
and Roman Catholic people, and Congre-
gationalists, and Wesleyans, and Presby-
terians, and other denominations, be-
cause I believe it creates a spirit of
healthy emulation amongst the various
Churches. I think it is the same with
education. I am afraid that if we relied
entirely upon the efforts of the State in
this direction, wej should not have that
spirit of emulation and friendly rivalry
that now exists, and that we should soon
find ourselves falling into a rut, lIn
behind, or jogging along very slowly,

with our educational system. I cannot
help thinking that there is a good deal
to be gained by having this spirit of emu-
lation between the Government Schools
and the Assisted Schools. I believe that
by having these two systems working
together we are doing a good deal to
encourage a wholesome spirit of rivalry,
one trying to outdo the other in showing
a better result, which I think cannot fail
to be advantageous. I know that every
year when we go to the annual examina-
tions or prize-givings at these schools, we
find this spirit of rivalry and competition,
and an eager desire to outdo each other,
as to which school shall show the most
satisfactory results. I know that every
year the managers of these Assisted
Schools in Perth invite those who hold
prominent positions in the community to
attend these school gatherings, and give
them every opportunity of observing the
result of their efforts in this direction.
They make quite a gala day of it, and the
greatest interest is taken in these annual
exhibitions. Do you mean to tell ue that
if there was none of this spirit of rivalry
and emulation, they would take all this
trouble? They might, perhaps, as single-
minded men, who have devoted their lives
to the work; but I think the feeling is a
great deal encouraged by this spirit of
emulation I have referred to. I think it
part of our human nature that we seldom
do our very best unless we are put on our
mettle. Therefore, in my opinion, this
friendly rivalry and emulation between
the State Schools, carried on absolutely
under the control of the Government, and
the other class of schools carried on by
private individuals, but still carried on
under the control of the Government,
really works a great deal of good in the
community. One acts upon the other,
and I think, myself, it is a very good
thing to have a little rivalry.

MR. RANDELL: Does that apply equally
to the Ministry and the Opposition?

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I think so. If we had no Opposition we
might probably become more careless;
but a good vigorous Opposition helps to
put us on our mettle. It is the same in
every walk of life. The last argument
I will use in regard to this question
is, that the country has not demanded
any change in the present system. The
question has been before the country,
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in a definite manner, since I made
my speech at Bunbury on the 23rd
May last, and announced the views of
the Governent on the subject; but
I doubt if any member of this House
owes his election solely to the particular
views he holds on this question. It may
have influenced the election in one or
two instances; but I do not believe there
is one member in this House who can say
he absolutely owes his election to the
views he holds on this very important
question. It was not made a test ques-
tion, either in the elections for this House
or the other House. The subject was
spoken about, certainly, by a few mem-
bers; but very few, I think, even touched
upon it. I say the country, at the late
general election, did not declare, at the
poll, that any change is necessary in the
present system of education, On the
contrary, I think we may fairly aesume
that the people of the colony, taken as a
body, are satisfied with the system now
in force, and which has been in force
during * the last twenty-three years. I
have now fully explained the reasons
which have actuated the Government in
this matter. We see no reason whatever
for making this change. The people have
not demanded it; they have not led us
to believe that they are dissatisfied with
the existing system. Therefore, I say,
we see no good reason why we should
alter the present state of affairs, except,
as I have said, by trying to improve it,
as we intend to do, by putting more life
into it, and raising the standard, and
doing all we can to give the youth of the
colony, whether they attend the Govern-
ment Schools or Assisted Schools-both
being under the control of the State-as
good an education as it is possible for us
to do, under the circumstances.

MR. CONWNOR: I rise with some re-
luctance to speak on this " perennial
question," as it has been described. I
am. very sorry indeed it should be neces-
sary for me to get up in this House to
oppose this motion, because I do not
think there was any occasion for intro-
ducing it. As the Premier has very truly
said, the question has been definitely
before the public since May last. The
country has been appealed to, and the
country has definitely answered, " We do
not want any change." That is the
verdict of the country, as shown by the

members which the country has returned
to this House. Even if the verdict of the
country had been a different one, and a
majo rity of members had been returned
to this House pledged to oppose the
present system, and to insist upon a
change in the direction proposed by this
motion, it would not have altered the fact
that a great injustice would be done to a
large section of the community, who have
what I may call a vested interest in the
present system of education, if the present
system were interfered with. When it is
borne in mind that that section of the
community which avails itself of the
benefits which the present system confers,
represents one-fourth, or very nearly one-
third, of the population, and contributes
to the public Treasury of the colony
nearly one-third of the revenue paid into
it, let us ask ourselves what would be the
result if this grant were wiped away?
The result would be this: nearly one-
third of the population of the colony
would be unable to avail themselves of
the benefits of the system of education
offered by the State, while at the same
time they would be compelled to con-
tribute nearly one-third of the revenue
expended by the State in providing
the rest of the community with educa-
tion for their children. They would
have to tax themselves to pay for
that which they could not themselves
enjoy, and they would have to further
tax themselves to provide education for
their own children; because I do not
wind stating here, that conscientiously
the members of our Church cannot and
will not,-[MR. RANDELL: That's it;
"will not"] -avail themselves of an Y
system under which they would be de-
barred from teaching their children in
the way they have been brought up
themselves. That is my primary object
in getting up to speak on this subject.
I amn sorry I should have to speak at all.
I am not here to represent the Church I
belong to, but to express my own indepen-
dent opinion as a member of the House;
and I have no wish to introduce any
spirit of bigotry into the debate, al-
though I am afraid other members may
insist on doing so, as was done on a
former occasion, when another motion
was brought forward by the same hon.
member. I wish, first of all, to compli-
ment the Premier upon not allowing
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himself to be led away in this matter, by
some members of the House, to forget
the promise he made when he announced
the policy of the Government, in his
spech at Bunbury, when he publicly
stated that the present Ministry are dis-
tinctly in fa-vour of the present systet of
education. I am pleased to be able to
compliment the hon. gentleman upon
his-I won't say pluck, but his con-
sisteney, in maintaining the same attitude
towards this question to-night as be did
at Bunbury in May last. As I have said,
this is not the first time the lion. member
for Geraldton has brought this matter
before the House. last session he gave
us some statistics which he tried to make
use of, unfairly I think, against that
section of the community which this
motion is intended to strike at. He made
reference to the inmates of our gaols, and
our asylums I think; and said that,
practically, all the gaols and asylums in
this colony were flled with Roman
Catholics.

MR. SimpsoN: Mr. Speaker-I chal-
lenge the 'hon. member, or any man in the
country, to produce any proof that such
a statement ever fell from my lips.

Ma. CONtNOR. 'Later on I shall show
that the hon. member said so in this
House. It was only last night that I
read it in Hfayard. I think, sir, that is
a. very bad spirit to introduce into this
debate; it is not calculated to produce
peace and harmony in any community,
and the hon. member knows it is a gross
libel upon that section of the community
against which it was directed. I think
it is rather late in the day, and very bad
form to say the least of it, to attempt to
introduce bigotry and hatred, and dis-
tinction of class or creed, into discussions
of this kind. There can be no doubt
that the object at the bottom of this
resolution is to introduce into this colony
the system of free, secular, and com-
pulsory education. I think the hon.
member has been a little inconsistent
in this matter. Last year, when the
Elemaentary Education Act was amended,
the hon. member moved an amendment
in one clause p1rovidn that any minister
might enter ay Assstd School, as well
as the Government, Schools, to teach
religion. That seems rather inconsistent.
If his object is to introduce the free'Isecular, and compulsory s' skin, why not

say soP But seeing that the country
will not have it, he brings in this motion
in order to strike at the Assisted Schools.
It shows it is only a question of expedi -
ency with him. It is not a question of
principle at all. The hon. member is
actuated by a spirit which should not be
introduced into this House, and which I
will not call by its proper name. I think
it is about time the hon. member finished
with this question, and not make a, "1pe-
rennial " question of it, stirring up strife
and bad feeling to no purpose. I think
he ought to be satisfied when it is pro-
vided that any minister of religion may
go to any school and teach religion to the
children of his own denomination. The
hon. member said something about all the
newspapers, except one, being in favour of
Us motion. I know it so happens that
those who are at the bead of these news-
papers arc all on one side, and that, there-
fore, there is not much chance of justice
being shown to the other side except from
one poor unfortunate little paper, which
has been stigmatised here to-night by
both of the members who have spoken in
support of this motion.

Mn. RANDELL: I. never made allusion
to any pper.

MR. 9101N NOR: As the Premier said
last session- The country has never in
any way signified its wish that the law of
the land, which has existed over twenty
years as regards these Assisted Schools,
should be interfered with." Now I come
to the crucial question of the cost and the
result of the present system. If we take
the cost to the country of the Assisted
Schools as compared with the Govern-
ment Schools, and if we take the results
as given to us by the Inspector, in pro-
portion to the cost, I do not think any
member of this Mouse will dispute that
the comparison is altogether in favour of
the Assisted Schools, and that on the score
of economy there is no reason whatever
why the present system should not be
perpetuated. The cost of the Assisted.
Schools, so far as the country is con-
cerned, is not more than one-fourth the
cost of the State Schools, while the
educational results, if not better, are
equally as good. Why then should
we disturb tbe present system ? If we
can get the very same article, of equal
quality, at a less price, surely it would
be a foolish thing on our p'art to ru!-
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fuse it. If the Government - and it
seems to be the opinion of everyone that
it is the duty of the Government or the
State to educate its children-if they can
get them educated as well in one class of
school for one-fourth what they can get
them educated in another class of school,
surely to goodness it would be bad states-
manship on the part of the Government
to do away with the schools that give
them equally good results at one-fourth
the cost. One great argument put for-
ward by those who are op])osed to this
dual system is that the Assisted Schools
compete with the Government Schools.
it seems to me, as the Premier has poiuted
out, that is a good argument in favour of
the system. Competition, we know, is
the soul of trade; and I do not sce what
objection there can be to it in this school
business. Then as to the efficiency of
the teachers; I think members will agree
with me that the teachers in the Roman
Catholic Schools are quite as efficient as
those in the State Schools. Take the
Christian Brothers, for example, or the
nuns of the various orders that devote
themselves to teaching. We know they
are ladies and gentlemen who are well
educated, well trained, well bred, and who
devote their lives entirely to the work of
training and educating the young. I do
not think anyone will venture to say that
the teachers in our Government Schools,
no matter what their qualifications may
be, are any better qualified for their work
than the teachers in the Catholic Schools.
I have referred to the Christian Brothers,
and I should like here to draw a com-

parison between the way the members of
this order are treated by the Government
in the old country, where we generally look
for our good examples, and the way they
have been treated by the Government
here. I notice by this morning's paper
that Mr. John Morley, the Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland, has allowed the Christian
Brothers to use their own books in Irish
schools receiving State aid ; whereas the
Minister of Education has denied them
the same privilege in this colony, and
told them if they used their books in the
schools here they would not get the
grant. I mention this to show the dis-
tinction between the action of Mr. John
Morley and the action of our own
Minister of Education, who has told the
Christian Brothers that they must give

up their books or do without State aid
i at all, whereas in Ireland they are

allowed to use them.
Mn. RANDELL: I am inclined to think

that statement of the case is a little
warped.

MR. CONNOR: I do not think I am
wrong, sir. That is what I have been
informed; and, if it. is so, all I can say
is it casts a serious reflection upon the
liberality of this country. We are sup-
posed to live in a free country, and if our
conscience forbids us to accept State aid,
if attended with conditions that violate
our conscience, why should we be bound
to contribute our quota towards the
support of a system which we cannot
accept ourselves ? I would warn the
lion. member for Geraldton that, possibly,
the time may not be far distant when the
people wvho support these Assisted Schools
will claim what is their just due, as a6
matter of right, and that is one-fourth or
one-third (or something between the
two) of this education grant, instead of
what they are now receiving. Until
they receive this proportion, I maintain
they are labouring nder an injustice.
Therefore, I think the lion. member's
motion is in the wrong direction alto-
gether. I am referring now to their
just claims, as forming one-third or one-
fourth (whatever it may be) of the
population of the colony, and contributing
in that proportion to the revenue of the
colony. Personally, except as a matter
of principle, I do not think the grant is
worth all this fuss that is made about it,
and , if I had my way, I think I would
be inclined to chuctk it up. But there is
a principle involved, and I defy any
member to say it is not a just principle.
The hion. member has afluded to New
South Wales. I do not think his travels
have extended much beyond New South
Wales and Western Australia; but I
way inform the House that I was in-
formed by some of the leading politicians
in New South Wales that their views
were in favour of the old system of
education in force in that colony rather
than the present one. I know that in
New Zealand the cry is that they are
paying too much for their education
system, and 'that the results are not so
good as when they had the Assisted
School system as we have it here. It is
hardly necessary for me to say I shall
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vote against this motion. I hope the bon.
member will have better Sense than to
hnock his head against this particular
fad again; it is about the only' fad which,
perhaps, he has, and the sooner he drops
it the better. That is my advice to him.

Mn. ILLTNGWORTH: I have listened
with some attention to the speech of the
hon. member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Connor), in which he warned this Rouse
that the day is not far distant when the
religious body to which he belongs will
claim their full third of the money now
voted for educational purposes.

MR. CONNOR: I didn't say that; I
said they might do so.

MR. TLLTNGWORTH: If that is the
argument intended to be used in this
House to induce us to vote against this
motion, all I can say is, if any-thing were
wanted to confirm my intention to Sup-
port the motion, that argument would
supply it. If this vote is to increase
from year to year, and if the claim of
this body is to be one of right, based
upon the number of the population, then
it is time we should set our faces stead-
fastly against it, and once and for all to
sweep it from the statute book. Some
very strange things have been uttered to-
night, or things which appear strange to

-me. I thought verily I had escaped from
this contest when I came to this colony.
I have been mixed up with it for some.
thing like 80 years elsewhere. I have
attended these denominational schools,
and I have been present at nearly all the
discussions that took place on this ques-
tion in another colony, and I lived in
Victoria to see the day when the highest
system of State education that exists in
the world was placed on the statute book
of that colony. (Dissent.) I challenge
this House, or any member in it, to pro-
duce an example of a higher standard of
State School education than is provided
under theVictorian system of free, secular,
and compulsory education. If, then, it
be merely a question of efficiency, and
the system is to be judged by that test,
the system adopted in Victoria fulfils the
required condition. But what is the
question now before us, when we come
really to face itP It comes distinctly to
this: a certain section of the community,
reference to which has been so frequentlyv
heard, and beard again to-night, will not
--I Say will not- [Mu. CONNOR: They

Simply do not] accept the provision
which the State makes for the education
of its children. Why will they note

THE COMMISSIONE or CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marniion): They do accept
it, as the Act provides.

MR. ILLUNGWOETH : The hon.
member for East Kimberley says they
do not, and we know that in many places
they will not. If this be not true, why
is there a necessity for the two kinds of
schools to-day ?

Tnr ConrrSSIoNnn OF Cnowu LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): Because the
law of the land permits it.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: "Because the
Jaw of the land permits it.." The law of
the land permits two classes of schools
to exist: are they the same, or do they
differ? If they are the same, what kind
of reason for objection is there to this
motion? Hf they differ, what is the basis
of the difference? The basis of the
difference, as members know full well.
is not education, but religion. The

Pipe which lies at the bottom of the
woequestion is not the question of

education, but the question of religion;
and it is for the members of this House
to say whether they are going to mix
themselves with the interminable diffi-
culty of sectarian systems, or whether they
declne to do so. There is a duty resting
upon the State to educate its children,
but there is no duty resting uponl the
State, as such, to give religious instruc.
tion to its children. Religious instruc-
tion should come from the parents of the
children, and from religious teachers
who possess the spiritual qualification to
impart it. It is no part of the State's
duty to teach religion ; and, if the State
undertakes the education of its children,
it is sufficient that it should educate
them to the extent of their secular
requirements. Of course, I am prepared
to admit - and, more than that, I
emphasise it in the fullest possible way
-that no child is properly educated who
is not religiously educated, and that the
clId who is merely educated in the
common standards of education is likely,
if evil disposed ad without religious
training, to become a more dangerous
man than the uneducated child. While
admitting that, I say it is not the duty
of the State, as the State, to give its
children a religions education; the State
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does not possess the power or the qualifi-
cation to do so. It cannot qualify its
teachbers in religion, because the qualifica-
tion is not within their reach. It. cannot
make men religious, and it cannot insist
upon having religious teachbers in its
schools. When once the State lprOoses
to deal with the question of religion it
deals with something which is, unfor-
tunately, beyond its influence and control.
I have been surprised-not because it is
new, for we have heard it before-but
I have been a little surprised to hear
the Premier of this colony quoting the
sectarian differences of Churches as an
essential condition of the success and
vitality of the Churches, and arguing
from that prnisthat the same kind
of rivalry is seu and advantageous in
connection with our educational system.,
As to the result of the disesensions between
the various branches of the Christian
Churches, I should like to quote no less
anl authority than the late flon. George
Higinbotham.

AN How. MiEMBER: Who?
Tim Coxisissiown oF CROWN LANDS

(Hon. W. B. Marmion): Where does he
come mn as an authority?

MR. ILLING WORTH: These inter-
jections simply show that those who make
them are not acquainted with Australian
history. The greatest main who ever
stood on Australian soil, without any
exception, was the Hon. George Higin-
botham. True, he was not associated
with any religious denomination, and
he was a luan who was considered by
sectarian Churches as being outside the
pale of those Churches, yet no man in his
private life was mot-e distinctly religious
than George Higinbotham, or who wa's
more strongly imbued with the moral

principles of righteousness ; and no
Judge ever sat on the bench whose
decisions were more distinctly revered.
If lion. members did not know any-
thing about George Higinbothamn before,
they do now. I will uow come to
the point I was, coming to, and it is
this: George Higinbotham, on a certain
occasion, made use of this expression:
" Christianity has been in the world for
IS centuries, but the religion of Christ
has yet to he tried." I will repeat it, for
I would like the House to grasp what is
involved. in it. " Christianity has been in
the world for 18 centuries, but the religion

of Christ has yet to be tried." And
why? Because the religion of Christ
h as been split up by sectarian differences,
and never had a fair chance in the world
yet. And yet that is the very argument
gravely put before this House, by the
Premier of this colony, in support of the
present dual system of education. These
little petty rivalries and competition.
between Christian Churches, these little
sectarian differences - which, after all,
simply resolve themselves into this, that
one half of humanity, in attempting its
religious development, is fighting against
the other half - this% petty spir-it of
rivalry and competition between Chris-
tian Churches, is the argument deliber-
ately put forward by the Premier in
support of the educational system of the
colony. I say it has caused me some
little surprise. Then we come to the
question of cost. The Premier has prac-
tically admitted that the Assisted Schools
confine their operations to the largt!
centres of population; and we all know
how much easier it is an d how much less
expensive, comparatively, to work a
school where the population is large, and
the number of children attending school
is necessarily larger than in the rural
districts. On the other hand the State
Schools are scattered about the country,
in places where the attendance is small,
and the cost to the State of maintaining
these schools must necessarily be larger.
But, lying behind this, how comes it that
education in the Assisted School is so
much cheaper? Now, all honour and all
praise, I say, to the devoted men and
women who conscientiously devote their
lives to the education of the children that
come under their control. No one in
this House respects more than I do the
energy, the conscientiousness, the in-
tegrity, the righteousness, and the stand-
ard of education set up by this devoted
band of men and women. But the ques-
tion we have to consider now is this:- is
it possible for the State, who has to
depend upon such paid teachers as it can
obtain, to compete in its educational,
system, so far as the question of cost
is concerned, with (for instance) the
Christian Brothers, who are supported and
maintained altogether apart from any-
funds derived from the school systemP
Or is it possible for us to compete with
schools conducted by nuns, who are
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sustained from funds received from other
sources entirely ?' If persons choose to
withdraw themselves, as they do, from
their secular ceilings, and devote them-
selves to educational work, we say all
praise to them; but what has the State
to do with the question ? Do these
people do it-let those who have advo-
cated this course answer-do they do it
in the cause of education, or do they do
it in the cause of religion?

TEE CoumMssioNER OF CRtOWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Both.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH: Then if they
do it in the interest of both, why should
they not he just as willing to give their
assistance in other schools where religious
instruction is not obtained?

THE COMMISSIONER O Csowx LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): -'Because their
services would not he accepted.

MR. HLINGWORTH: I know some-
thing about this Subject. We bare seen
it before, in other places. Members know
as well as I do that what is at the bottom
of it all is the question of religion, and not
of education. Were it not for the con-
sicentious objection-and I respect their
consciences; were it not for the religious
phase of the question-and I respect
every man who honours his religion;
were it not for these considerations the
opposition to the abolition of this dual
system of education would fall to the
ground. But, if we are to carry it to its
logical conclusion, where is it to endP
Suppose I chose to secrete myself, fromn
the rest of the community, and start some
Sect or system of my own, be it Monnonism
or Shakerism, or any other "ism, "-is it
sufficient for me to say that I have a con-
scientious objection to accept the educa-
tion provided by the State, to entitle me
to reeive separate State aid to support
me in teaching the tenets of my own
particular religion? It simply comes to
that,-we hare to sustain schools for the
specific purpose of perpetuating a differ-
ence in religious faith. That is very
good, so far as it goes; for a man who has
religious convictions is justified in hold-
ing those convictions, and we must respect
him for refusing to alter his convictions,
except for sufficient reasons. But, when
you introduce religion into questions of
State policy, when you bring your re-
ligion into the political arena, you de-
grade your religion directly. Most of the

evils (some wore than others) that have
come into this world, right down from the
time of the introduction of Christianity
into the world up to the present date,
have arisen from the mingling of Church
and State. I must vote for this motion
before the House. It is not exactly what
I would have liked to see;- it does not go
far enough. As I have said, I believe
the State should give every child an
education, and that education should be
absolutely free to every child. If it is
free, necessarily it must be compulsory'v
and these two things are reversible, if it
is compulsory it must be free. And,
because all persons should be in a position
to be able to accept it without violating
their reli gious convictions, it must neces-
sarily be secular. If there are persons in
this country or any other country who de-
sire to specifically teach their own re-
ligious views, they axe perfectly free to
do so, but not to ask this Hou se or any
other House to assist them in doing it.
As soon as the State mixes itself up with
these religious questions, it destroys its
own ends, and injures the very cause it
proposes to help.

Mn. RICHARDSON:- I do not know
tha6t there is any reason why members
should give a silent vote on this question,
if it is only just a few words to set forth
the reasons why we intend to vote for or
against it. I take particular note of the
tenour of the motion, and I find that
the crux of it is contained in the two
words "1further extend,"-that is, whether
the present system should be further
extended. Whether the motion goes far
enough is a matter of opinion, and I
cannot enter into that question at present.
The motion as it stands affirms that " it
is undesirable to further extend the system
of State aid to Assisted Schools"; there-
fore, I take it that anyone who -votes
against the motion votes for what is
tantamount to saying that it Shall
be further extended. I see no get-
ting out of that, If we cannot affirm
that it is not desirable to further extend
the present System, we simply mean to
affirm that it is desirable to further extend
it. I think it is well for the House to
consider that point seriously, not only as
it affects the present, but also the future,
for we are not dealing alone with the
present, hut the further extension of the

Ipresent System. Wliatever opinions wve

State Aid to.[ASSEMBLY.]



As~ste Scool: 8 OT.,189.] State Aid to. 957

may entertain about interfering with
vested inte-rests, and however undesirable
we may deem it to treat any section of
the community unfairly, or withdrawing
what they have been accustomed to rely
upon, it is quite another question to say
that this assistance shall go ou increas-
ing. In my opinion it should not be
fuirther increased. That is my view, and
for this reason,-not as the hon. member
for Nannn has very justly observed,
that it is a wrong principle to introduce
the religious question into the matter,
bitt on other rounds altogether, more
on what the Commissioner of Railways
would call commercial principles. I look
upon this assistance to denominational
schools in the light 6f affording protec-
tion to a class of schools which cannot
be regarded as otherwise than inimical
to the success of our State Schools.
Whatever opinions we may have on this
question, I think that as legislators, and
in the interests of the State, we are
bound to consider the condition and
status of the State Schools, and it appears
to me that at present these schools are
getting a little the worst of it. With
reference to the Premier's speech on the
question, although he makes able speeches
on political points and generally holds
sound views, yet, when it comes to ques-
tions of theology, I am afraid he gets a
little adrift. He expressed the opinion
that the rivalries, and jealousies, and the
schisms that have entered into the
Churches is a healthy spirit, and that it
is a good thing to introduce it into our
educational system, as well as into reli-

gion. I imagine that contention is sonmc-
what contrary to what we are taught
in a certain book, and the injunction of
the great Apostle to "mark them who
cause divisions amongst you, and have
no company with them." The Premier
also told us he was not prepared to
revolutionise the present system, which
he says is open tio all who choose to avail
themselves of it; and he further em-
phasised that remark by stating that the
Assisted Schools awe not denominational,
and that no religion is necessarily taught
in them. If that is so, what is the object
of themP What are they established
for? Why do they exist at all? If no
religion can be taught in these schools-

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest);
Except at a certain hour, I said.

MR. RICHARDSON: If religion can
only be taught in them at a certain hour,
like any other school, ad if they are not
denominational, I am at a loss to under-
stand why there should be any preference
on the part of any section of the com-
munity for these Assisted Schools any
more than for the State Schools. But is
the Premier in a position to answer that
there is no such thing as religion taught
in these schools except at a certain hour
of the day? If he is, well and good.
.The bon. gentleman also deprecates the
idea of proselytising; he says he does not
wish to see any attempts made to prosely-
tise people. Will he also undertake to
say that there is no such thing as pro-
selytising in these Assisted Schools?

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Ron. W. E. Marmion): No, there isn't.
The hon. member cannot produce a single
instance of it.

MR. SIMPSONq: He asked the Premier,
not you.

MR. RICHARDSON: Yes, I asked
the Premier if he could give us that assur-
ance. I think we all, as sensible men,
must recognise the importance of educa-
tion in any civilised country, and especi-
ally in young countries. I do not bold
with those who say we can educate our-
children too much, or that education in
itself is a bad thing for any child. We
all must recognise that to educate its
children is one of the most important
things a State ca.n do; and anyone who
says it is not a reproductive work cannot
have given the subject much thought.
Will anyone venture to assert that the
triumphs of science, Sad skill, and inven-
tion, the triumphs of steam and electri-
city, and the triumphs of civilisation
generally, are not due to education; or
that knowledge is not power? I do not
suppose anybody would be so bold as to
dispute it, or to deny that to educate its
young is among the paramount duties of
any civilised. State. The next Step to that
is to secure the greatest state of efficiency
in our State Schools, and the question for
us to consider is how that can be best
accomplished. I maintain emphatically
that no one dare get up and state that the
best way to accomplish it is to keep up a
dual system, one in opposition to the
other. Looking at the question in a
disinterested way, without reference to
any religious element, looking the thing
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straight in the face, we must be forced
to the conclusion that it is not in the
interests of our State Schools that the
present dual system should be extended.
I think that is the broadest ground we
can put it on, free from all sectarian
considerations, and that is the round I
wish to take my stand upon in voting for
this motion-that it is not in the interest
of our State Schools that the dual system
should he maiutained, and that. we should
subsidise other schools to compete against
our own State Schools. For thax reason
I have much pleasure in supporting the
resolution.

Mx. WOOD:- The motion of the lion.
member for Get-akiton, is of peculiar and
particular interest to those members who
represent the three electorates of Perth,
because at the recent electioft the whole
contest, I may say, turned upon the edu-
cation question, and the discontinuance
of the present system of State aid to
Asasisted Schools. L. myself, was returned
to this House pledged to vote against this
grant, and I am here to-night to redeem
that pledge. I do so on the ground that
I consider it an injustice to place this
burden upon the general body of tax-
payers. I submit that the State has no
tight to subsidise education outside its
own schools. It owes no duty to any par-
ticular section of the community to subsi-
dise the schools of that particular section
in opposition to its own institutions. 17
do not for a moment say that the Assisted
Schools are not doing good work; I think
it would he discreditable to those con-
nected with them were it otherwise. But
the work is-in one direct-ion only, and that
a. very limited oine. The present Bduca-
tion Act was passed 23 years ago, when
the circumstances of the colony were very
different from what they are now, and it,
wasi framed in the interests of one
section of the community only. It is
a matter of surprise to me that our
public men have let it rest so long, be-
cause to my mind the dual system has
been in force twenty years longer than
it should have been. It has been sup-
ported by a majority of the community
who had no sympathy whatever with sh~e
system. But, with the introduction of
Responsible Government and free institu-
tions, I hope the abolition of the grant
is within measurable distance, and within
the range of practical politics. The

amount placed on the Estimates for
1894-5, for these Assisted Schools, is
£4,000, and out of that sum not more
than .21,000 will be contributed by those
who reap the direct benefit of the grant;
the balance will have to be provided by
taxpayers who have no sympathy with
such a narrow system. I do not want to
say anything to-night to add fuel to this
debate ; nor is this the time to suggest
wvhat particular system should be pursued
in our State Schools, because that does
not come within the scope of this motion,
which deals with a direct subject in a
direct manner. [MR. MORAN: Give us
a bit of argument.] Argument is of no
use with the hon. member. I shall
cordially support the motion, as I consider
the tine has arrived for doing away with
a system that to a majority of the com-
munity is Obnoxious in itself, vicious in
principle, unjust and one-sided, because
it is in the interests of the few against
the interests of the many.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LAXNDS (Hon. W. E, Marmnion):- It is
not my intention to say very much on this
question, because I have come to the
conclusion (as one lion. member has just
said) that argument is of no use, when
members have made up their minds,
right or wrong, to support a proposi-
tion such as that now before us. That
is my opinion; no argument that I
could use would alter a single vote
within this Chamber, and therefore it is
not lay intention to waste any -rhetori-
cal powers I may possess upon niinds
that I know are not open to argu-
ment, and whom nothing could swerve
from the path they set themselves to)
walk in when they entered this chain-
her this evening. It appears to me
that in dealing with the motion now
before us, members who have spoken have
gone a little bit astray. I admit there is
an excuse for it, because the motion itself
is one which it is difficult to deal with
without also dealing with the larger
question involved. The motion simply
affirms the undesirability of further ex.-
tending the existing system; it is not
intended, at this stage at all events, to
wipe away the system, though of course
members in dealing with it have dealt
with the whole question, and those who
have attacked it have aimied some sledge-
hammer strokes ait the Act itself. It
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seems to me, putting it in very few words,
that what the hon. member who brought
forward this motion should have done, if
he is in earnest, was to have moved an
amendment in the Education Act. Had
he done that, there would at any rate
have been some sense and some point in
his motion, because the proposed amend-
ment would have indicated to members
and the country what the hon. member
really aimed at. But the hon. member
had not the courage to do that. He
therefore simply suggests that the prin-
ciple of assisting a certain class of schools
should not be further extended. Of
course the hon. member knows perfectly
well-no one better than he does, or, if
he does not know, I shall tell him-
that so long as the present Act remains
in force in its present form no resolution
of this House could p)revent the Gov-
ernment from continuing that weed
of assistance to these schools which
that Act provides shall be given them.
He knows perfectly well that no resolu-
tion of this House would capsize an Act
of Parliament; and, why has he not the
courage of his convictions (if he has any),
and attack the Act itself, and ask for an
amendment of it? I will tell him why.
Because he knows he has not the slightest
chance of getting a majority to support
him. He knows very well that the
majority of members returned to this
House have been returned almost pledged
to their constituents that there shall be
no material alteration made in the ex-
isting Act. [sEvERn. MEMBERS: NO.]
I say the majority are pledged.

MR. MONGER: No; not pledged either
way. Don't try to bind us down.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. W. E. Marmion): My
hon. friend the member for Geraldton-
honourable in most things but one or
two-says that almost all the newspapers
of the colony have given their support tio
the principle which he has enunciated
here this evening. Possibly it may be
so. I am not surprised at that, because
I think that, as a general rule, when one
of them sounds the trumpet, the rest
follow, as a matter of course. That has
been the result of my observation. It is
so in this particular instance. One par.
ticular journal has sounded the trumpet,
and the others have followed as a matter
of course.

Mis. A. FORREST: Which one is that?
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W. E]. Marmion): He
knows; and the hon. member knows very
well. Had it not been for a certain hon.
gentleman in another place, who happens
to he connected with a certain newpaper
in this colony, this question would never
have come to the front as it has; and
that hon. gentleman has been seconded
in his efforts in this direction by the
mover of this resolution. But I do
not think the country has much to
thank them for. I am perfectly sure
this Assembly has nothing to thank
them for, because they have stirred up a
question which, if persisted in, will bring
nothing but discord and strife amongst
a community where peace and harmony
have prevailed for the last three-and-
twenty years. The lion. member for
Geraldton, in the course of his remarks,
referred to Father Blourke, and, alter
paying him some specious compliments.
indulged in some rather ironical and
satirical remarks about "conscientious
.motives," and suggested that some
people's consciences were to be found
in their breeches' pocket. Wheni I heard
that remark, I wondered where the hon.
member's own conscience-if he has one,
which I doubt-is located. It strikes
me, if we came to make a search for it,
we should lie more likely to find it in the
neighbourhood of his breeches' pocket
than in any part of his internal economy.
The hon. member also succeeded in bring-
ing in another reference; it was done
very nicely, very politely, very suavely, as
the bon. member generally does these
things. He referred to what he called
"'priestly influence," and would have us
believe that there is something very
subtle, if not very sinister, about this
kind of influence. He knew very well he
was only endeavouring to appeal to what-
ever little bit of bigoted feeling there
might happen to be in the minds of any
hon. member listening to him. I believe,
myself, the hon. member was unsuccessful
in his appeal, and that most of those
present are not susceptible to such
appeals, and are not to be hoodwinked
by such transparent little dodges as that.
What, after all, is the true maigof
the expression " priestly infuece F
Priestly influences, sir, are those influ-
ences that are brought to bear by the

Assisted Schools: [8 OCT., 1894.]



960 Assisted Schools: [ASIIL.SteAito

ministers of the various denominations of
the Christian Church upon the tender
winds of the young, ini their efforts to
train them up so that they may become
good and useful citizens iii after life.

MR. SIMPSON: Did you ever have any?
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROW'N

LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmiou):- I am
afraid the hon. member never had any.
My friend, the hon. member for Nan-
nine-

Mn. Sixpson:- Oh. let him alone!
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion):- No; I
th-ink I must give him a little hit of
touching up, too. 'Ihe hon. member al-
luded to the amnalgamiation of schools.
Amalgamation is a very nice word, and
being a goldields member, I do not
wonder at the hon. member using it.

Ma. ILLINOWORTH: I never used the
word.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I beg
his pardon, he did; the" "amalgamuation
of schools" -I took his words dlown.
This means, if it means anything, that,
assuming au Act were passed to-morrow
to amend the present law. and to deprive
the Assisted Schools of that small meeci
of assistance which sonme hon. members
begrudge them, those schools would be
Amalgamated with the State Schools, and
that the children attending themn would
be immediately drafted off to attend the
State Schools. If that is the hen. meem-
ber's idea I can assure him it is a mis-
taken one, and hie knows it too, and the
hon. member for Geraldton knows it.
That is where the injustice comes in. The
bon. member knows perfectly well that if
the Government grant to Assisted Schools
-1I am speaking now more particularly
of Roman Catholic Schools-were with-
drawn to-morrow, whether the amount of
that grant be £4,000 or £10,000, its with-
drawal would not have the result of closing
a single school. These schools would stifll
be supported by those who now at great
sacorifice help to support them. The sacri-
flee which these people are making, and
prepared to make, for conscience sake-
I know many here are prepared to sneer at
conscience -would still he continued for
conscience sake,no mnatter whatthe sacrifice
might be. But what about the injustice in-
flicted? Does the hon. member not think
it would be an injustice to deprive these

people of the little assistance they have
been receiving for so many years, and
Compel them to support their schools
entirely at their own exp~ense, and receive
nothing out of the taxes they contribute
to she public revenueP Would that he
a fair thing to do ? The hion. member
is very fond of talking of " might"
against "right." I ask him what does
he think that would be ? While the Act
is in existence the provisions of it must
be carried into effect, and why should
not this assistance, which the schools
are entitled to under it, lie extended Pe
Somebody has asked what is to become
of the State Schools if this dual system
(as they call it) is to he continued or
extended ? I ask, what becomes of the
State Sch ools now ? And what difference
will it miake to the State Schools if this
motion were carried? I have told himi-
and he knows it well himself-that hardly
a child now attending these Assisted
Schools would be sent to a State School;
how, then, axe those schools going to be
benefited if this motion were carried?
As I have pointed out, it would increase
the sacrifice which the friends and sup-
porters of the Assisted Schools would have
to make, but it would not benefit the
State Schools, about which the hon. mem-
ber is so solicitous, one whit. I venture
to say that, if the present system were
abolished to-morrow, the State Schools
throughout the colony would not gain
fifty scholars. It has been argued, in a
specious kind of way, that the adoption
of this resolution would inflict no hard-
ship upon the present schools. It is true
it would take away nothing that at present
exists, unless a resolution of this House
is to override an Act of Parliament;
and the only hardship it could do would
be to interfere with the establishmont of
Assisted Schools in the future. Even
then this resolution would have no effect,
in itself, inasmuch as the law of the land
provides that these schools arc to be
assisted from State funds. The hon.
member for rerth (Mr. Randell) says
the motion is a very moderate one. I am
not prepared to say it might not have

ibeen very much less moderate. Eut the
hon. member went on to say that the
State system was intended for the " free
citizens of a, free comm onwealth," imply-
ing that the present system is not a
system for the "free citizens of a free
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commonwealth." I askc him, does lie not
regard our great mother country as a
free country? Are the people of Great
]Britain and Ireland not free people ?
[AN aow. MEMiBER: What about Home
Rule ?] This has nothing to do with
Home Rule. This question does not
trouble Home Rulers. The system in
force in this colony is founded upon the
English system that was brought into
force about the time our own Act was
brought into forte-Forster's Act: and
I believe that Act, or something very
similar to it, is still in existence, as it is
here. Therefore it is nonsense to say
it is not a system suitable for a free
cou)intry, aind that argument falls to the
ground.

MR. RANDELI: I never used it.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marniion): Then
as to the question of the relative cost of
the twvo classes of schools. I may here
point out that although they are referred
to as State Schools and Assisted Schools,
they are both virtually State Schools.
The only distinction is that one costs the
State one-half what the other does, and

stilt provides as good ai standard of educa-
tion. That's the distinction. We often
hear members within thle walls of this
House preaching economy, and urging
upon the Government to get their work
done as cheaply and economically as
jpossible. Some members are never tired
of preaching that doctrine. Let us apply
it to this question of education. If an
article of equal quality in every respect
can be supplied for half the mone y, surely
thle State should accept it, and it is in
the interests of the public that it should
(10 s0. I have had a great deal to do
with the working of the Education Act
in this colony, having been a member Of
thle Central Board from the date of its
formation in 1871, and I sat as a member
of that Board for over twenty years;
therefore I claim to know something
about what I am talking about. Now, it
is a fact, which no one attempts to deny,
that the quality of the education given in
the Assisted Schools is at least equal to
that given in the State Schools. I believe,
mlyself-anti I do not say it because I
happen to belong to the religious corn-
munuity which is particularly interested
in this question-I believe that in some
of the Assisted Schools the education

imparted is much better and of a much
higher standard than in some of the State
Schools. That is my opinion. No one,
as I have said, urges that it is not fully
equal to the quality of the education
given in our State Schools. That being
the case, I should like to know on what
ground-certainly not that of economy-
it can be said that the State should do
away with these Assisted Schools, which
provide those who attend them with
education equal in all respects to that
provided by the State Schools, and at
certainly less than one-half the cost-I
may say very little over one-third the
cost. 'While the children educoated] in
the Government Schools are costing thle
State at the average rate of about X3 10s.
per head, children attending the Assisted
Schools are not costing the State more
than an average of about X1 7s. Gd. per
hlead, although they receive an equally
good education, to say the least, of it, as
shown by the reports of the Inspectors.
As to my lion. friend, the membher fol-
Nannine, we know there is no place
in the world like Victoria, in his esti-
mation; and of course their State system
of education, like everything elsc, is
the highest and best in the world. The
hon. member also favoured us with a
quotation from the sayings of a man of
considerable notability, and no doubt a1
great man, who once lived in thiat colony,
but who I believe is now dead and gone .
Amongst other things the lion. member
told us that this great man held no re.
ligious convic-tios-members will bear
that in mind, hie was without any ire.
ligious convict-ions whatever-and that hie
was a man who was looked upon as being
outside the pale of the Churches. Then
the lion. member indulged in sonie high-
flown euloginmns; about this great nuan's
moral virtues. For my part, I believe in
a man having some religious convictions.
As a general rule, the man who has no
religious convictions is not overburdened
with moral convictions; it is only one in
a thousand whom you will find that way
built. I1 think most of us believe in the
desirability of imbuing children's minds
with religiouis convictions, in their tender
years, anld I do not think, on a question
of this kind, we are going to be influenced
very much by the sentiments of such a
luau as the hall. member referred to, even
though he lived in Victoria. The lion.
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member for De Grey referred a great deal
to State Schools as contra-distinguished
from Assisted Schools. I say it is a mis-
take to look upon these two classes of
schools as being in direct opposition to
each other. IBoth are virtually State
Schools. They are both founded nder
the Education Act of 1871; both are
subject to State supervision; the curri-
culumn of education in both is prescribed
by the State; and the only distinction is
that one costs the State not quite one-
half what the other does. Yet the hon.
member for West Perth referred to these
Assisted Schools as being a burden uipon
the taxpayers. of tile colony. I certainly
amn surprised at the hion. member. Has
he ever studied the question at all,
or had he given any thought at all to
what lie was going to say when lie made
such a statement as that, when all the
facts atre against him, and all the figures,
too? I1 think I have Jpretty clearly shownl
that instead of these schools being a
burden upon the genera revenue, they
relieve the general revenue of many
thousands of pounds every year of their
existence. I think the Premier shlowed
the hon. member that very plainly this
evening, when lie pointed out that the
Assisted Schools would do the samne work
for abouLt £4,000 which costs £ 12,000 to
have it done in the State Schools. As I
have already said, the average cost per
child in the Assisted Schools is about £1
7s. 6d., as compared with ahout.£3 10s.
in the State Schools, while the education
imparted is fully equal, if not better.
[MR. WOOD: No.] The lion, member
says "No." I beg to say "Yes," and I
refer him to the official returns; and the
hon. member mnade a serious mistake
when he made the statement that these
schools are a burden upoU the country.
The bon. member also said that th e
present dual system had been in opera-
tion twenty years longer than it should.
I tell the hon. member it is not at all
improbable that the present system will
continue to exist for another twenty years.
That is my opinion ; and I think, if it
does so, it would be to the benefit of the
State from every point of view--econo-
mica], mioral, social, educational, or any
other point of view. I hope, at any rate, it
will continue to exist. I have greater
faith in the good sense and the spirit
of fair play which animates the people of

this colony than to think otherwise. I
feel that there is enough good feeling
and enough sound sense amongst the
majority of miembe-rs in this House, and1(
,an absence of any intolerant feeling, of
animosity or bigotry, to prevent themn
from doing a deliberate act of injustice
to a large section of thle conunlunity.
I feel sure that their desire is 'to act
honestly and fairly in this matter, wvith-
out regard to class or creed. I ma y be
allowved to congratulate the House on the
tolerant, and I may almost say, kindly
tone of th is debate, so far as th e re-mark s
that fell fromi most members who have
taken part in it are concerned. I think
there was only one unkind word uttered
in the course of the whole debate, and
that was the remak, or the insinuation,
made by the hion.imemlber for the De Grey
about proselytisiug. I think that was a
most unkind remark. The lion. member
insinuated- the intention was there-that
in the Assisted Schools (referring to the
Roman Catholic Schools) there is an
attempt made, or a tendency that way, to
proselytise the children of other denomi-
nations who may happen to alttend- these
schools. I may say that the utterance of
ainy such opinion would be a libel upon
these institutions, because I feel positive
that no single instance, diu'ing the whole
long termn of years these schools have
been in existence, couild be pointed out
where any proselytising influences have
ever been brought to bear, ori attempted,
upon children of another faith. I say it
was a unkind insinuation to make, and
I am very sorry it shoul d h ave come f romi
the source where it emlanated. I say
again, sir, I feel sure that in this matter
the majority of members of this Assembly
will not allow themselves to be carried
away by the sophistries of my lion.
friend who has' brought forward this
motion, who seems to have taken upon
himself to attatc everything in the shape
of assistance to religilon, who, in the first
instance, attacked the Churches and at-
tempted to deprive them of the smnallI ineed.
of aid they receive out of public funds,
and who now end eavours to attack one
particular Church by depriving it of the
smimall mepasure of assistance it reeeii'es in
order to educate its o-wn children in the
tenets of its own faith, without infringing
upon01 any other Church's right to do the
same thing for its own children, aud at
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the same time to give themi a good sound
education, under State control, and
according to the State standard, but at
half the cost. I feel sure the majority of
memblers will vote against this motion,
and will say that so long as the present
law exists so long should the Government
continue to carry Out that law, Until
such time as the verdict of the country,
or the majority of members in this House,
think proper to alter the law, when of
course those who are now receiving this
aid will have to bow their hleads to the
will of the majority. But until that
time arrives, I feel sure that aily attemp~t
to deprive these people, of the assistance
they are entitled to under the law of their
country will be unsuccessful.

MR. LEFROY: The proposition of
the honl. member for Geraldton is that it
is undesirable to further extend the
system of State aid to Assisted Schools.
It might be imagined from this that
these schools are increasing in number
very rapidly all over the country; but, as
a matter of fact, they, axe not. I find
there are 21 of these schools in existence
at the present time, throughout the whole
colony, and that their number has not
increased during the last two years.
Tlherefore it cannot be said that they are
increasing very rapidly ; and I do not see
any necessity now for this House to deal
with their furrther extension, when, as a
mnatbtr of fact, they do not seem to be ex-
tending, but are at a standstill, so far as
their number is concerned. It has always
appeared to me, in considering this ques-
tion of Assisted Schools and of State
Schools pure and simple, that the arrange-
inent made under our Elementary Educa-
tion Act, over 20 years ago, was a very
excellent one. It appear's to me that the
question we heave to consider is: are these
Assisted Schools~ efficientP I do not
think it is a sectarian question at all, nor-
is there any reference to sectarianism in
this motion, nor in the Education Act
under which these schools are established.
Sectarianism or denominationalismn has
nothing whatever to do with the question.
The point we hlave to consider is this: is the
present system an efficient one, and does it
give satisfaction to the majority of peopleP
It seems to me, judging by results, that,
for educational purposes, this Assisted
School system is an efficient one; and I
will endeavour to prove that it is so. I

find, from the report of the Inspector of
Schools, that a greater percentage of
" passes " is obtained in these schools
than in the Government Schools; and
surely that must be taken as indicating
that they arc working quite as efficiently
as the State Schools. Then, again, with
regard to the "merit grant," which is
another valuable test. Dealing with this
subject the Inspector of Schools, in his
report for last year, says: "1The relative
"efficiency of the schools in the colony
"can, perhaps, be best tested by the
"allocation of the merit grant, as the

"awvard depends upon other conditions
" than that a school has obtained a good
" percentage. The order and tone of a
" school, the quality of the passes, the
" Classification of the scholars, the accuracy
" of the registration, the cleanliness and
"neatness of the buildings and furniture

" -so far as these are within the power
"of the teacher-and the methods of
"instruction, are all elements in the

",award," As a matter of fact, I think
the amount of the merit grant to Assisted
Schools has been something over £260,
and to the Government Schools over £70;
therefore, so far as merit goes, the
Assisted Schools seem almost to have the
best of it; and, seeing that in these
merit grants the order and tone of the
schools are considered, also that the
cleanliness and neatness of the building,
as well as of the scholars, are taken into
account, I think these are great points in
favour of the Assisted Schools, because
the tone of a school is very important,
and I think also that neatness and
cleanliness among the children are really
an education. Again, there are five
bursaries of £10O each, open to girls, and
I notice from the latest report that two of
the successful candidates camne from
Assisted Schools, this result being another
proof that the Assisted Schools are work-
ing well. Under the Education Act it is
not an easy thing to start an Assisted
School, because, firstly, the building has
to be obtained, then the school must be
got into working order, -with an average
attendance of at least 20 scholars, before
any grant will be made by the State to
tbat school. Thus the sch~ool has to be a
visible fact before any grant can be made
to it, and, once the school is established
with an attendance of 20 scholars, there
is every proof that such school is likely
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to continue. We know that in many cases
the State has established a school in a
country district, through the represen-
tations made by persons who led the
department to expect there would be a
certain number of children attecuding it,
but after a building had been erected
and a. teacher appointed, the attend-
ance of children was so small that the
school had to bie closed. But when
an Assisted School is started at the
risk of other persons, them, is no such
loss to the Statec in the event of the
school not being permanently main-
tained, the risk being with those who had
stat-ted the school. Therefore, I think,
from all1 points of view, the Assisted
School system is an excellent one. Under
the Education Act, no prefet-enccan be
given to any p~articular- denoination in
starting or m;aintaining Assisted Schools;
and although one denomnination has taken
more advantage of the opportunity than
others have done, yet I am not one to
attack the System of Assisted Schools
mer-ely because one denomination has
availed itself of the opportunity more
than others. It does not sewn to me to
be justice or fair play to attack a system
simply because one section of the corn-
iuunity has taken advantage of it more
than another, If the Assisted School
system were working badly, if the children
attending these schools Wetre not taught
sufficiently, if there were irregularities,
or if such schools were not under State
supervision, then thereniight be objection;
but, as a matter of fact, the Government
Inspectors may visit the sch(Tols at any
time, and there is no religious instruc-
tion allowed during the hours speci-
fied for secular lessons. Any religious
instruction must be given either before
or after the ordinary hours, and the
children belonging to other denomin-
ations, are allowed to retire from the
religious lessons. I have never heard of
religious instruction being given in these
schools, excepting during the times set
apart for such instruction; and I amn sure
the inspectors would not allow anything
to be done contrary to the Act. I think
that, as these schools are under central
authority, and it seems to be desired hr'
the opponents of Assisted Schools that
they should be under Central authority ;
and as all sects in the colony are equally
at liberty to star-t a school of this kid

wherever they cana get twenty children
togetber-[Mx. RICHARSON: Mahome-
tans?]-y' es, even Mahometans can do
it under the Act; therefore I say the
State has entire charge of the As sisted
Schools, and can send its inspectors to
supervise themi at any time, can mnain-
tain order, and arrange what books shall
be used. Under these conditions, there
is no reason why this system should not
be perpetuated. It has worked well in
the past; no one has shown that it
has worked badly, or that the children
are insufficiently taught; and if the
standard of education is not good
enough, the fault lies with the State
and not wvith the Assisted Schools. The
reports of the results show that the
fault is not with these schools, and
if the standard hitherto insisted on is
not considered good enough, we can
raise it in the State Schools, and the
Assisted Schools will also have to work
up to it. But there is no reason for
attacking the system on that ground.
There are some people who always Seem
to be wanting a change of system-want-
ing to knock something down. This
system of Assisted Schools is working
well, and why should it be atered?
From the earliest times, this sort of
vandalism has been going on-somiebody
always wants to be knocking down insti-
tutions that are doing well and are satis-
fying certain portions of the community.
Suddenly this movement for knocking
down the school system was started in
recent years, and, like a snowball, it
gathered as it went, until we hear all over
the country, and heard lately in nearly all
the elections to this House, some desire
expressed for a change of system. How-
ever, we all understand the position, and
there is no necessity for inc to labour th is
question. Seeing"a I do the facts before
me, and regretting that any question of
Sect or denomination should be imported
into this debate-I have purposely r--
frained from mentioning any-I think it
is a pity that this sort of consideration
should have been raised byv others. His-
tory tells us what this sort of thing may
do in a country; and noting what history
tells as, we ought to be careful in entering
into any question of religious (discord at
the present time.

MR. JAMES: I did not intend to
address the Hlouse onl this question, lbut
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on an important matter like this a dlear
expression of opinion by beol. members is,
perhaps, desirable. I am glad to say
that, as a rule, on these important
matters no one is in doubt as to what my
opinion is, and on this subject it has
been very clearly expressed. I am glad
to think that, as was suggested by the
last speaker, I am in this instance a
Vandal; but it does not follow that,
because an institution has come down to
us sanctioned by the enormous expanse
of twenty years' duration, it is too vener-
able to be challenged. It never suggests
itself to me that, because an institution
has been introduced at some previous
period by a minority, for the purposes of
that minority, wve are never to approach
the question of whether that principle
is a just one or not. I ant weary of
reprobating that miserable argument
about the matters that were before
the country at the time of the general
elections, and the policy that was ap-
proved or not approved by tile electors.
It is amusing to see the Premier, time
after time, trot out this gay, old, broken-
down steed. But whenever he brings
forwvard the question of an Agricultural
flank, or some other novelty that was
not submitted to the-electors, it does not
strike hint then to ask himself how many
members were pledged at the elections to
support or oppose it. If there be any
force in the argument, surely the vitality
must exist when the argument is applied
against him, as well also as when be
attempts to apply it against us. We in
this House rep~resent the country, and,
as the Commissioner of Crown Lands
properly said, if the country, speaking
through its representatives in this House,
declares by a majority that the Education
Act should be amended, that declaration
of a majority must be taken to be the
will of the country; in the same way
that a majrity hem(, when they support
the Government, are supposed to voice
the will of the country. I suppose we
can stand. to the responsibility of our
actions when we go back to our con-
stituents, and none of us need to be
cautioned by the Premier on that point.
Most of us have had the pleasure of
fighting a contested election, but the
Premier knows nothing about a contest
of that kind, as he has not experienced it
yet: Why are we not to disturb thedual

system of education that has existed for 21
years? That is the sanme old moss-backed
argumlent we have heard so often in de-
fence of a thing because it is old; and if
there is any reason in the objection, it
simply means that you are never to at-
tempt reforms by disturbing something
that is established, that YOU are never to
give way to the clamour of agitation out-
side this House, until you are forced to
mnalke a reformL which you can no longer
resist. Does it not strike the Premier as
peculiar that if two or three men are able
to create a discussion throughout the
country onl this question, that if this
movement is going on, as was aptly said,
like a snowball gathering size and force
as it rolls along day by day, it must be
because an increasing number of the
population are favouring and supporting
it? And, if they are doing so, we know
there must be vitality in this movement.
If it be not so. can the Commissioner of
Crown Lands tell we why it was necessary
for a certain body to create a Catholic
Association the other day? Does not all
this show how absurd it is to talk about
the country being satisfied with the pre-
sent school system ? And I am glad to
think the country is not satisfied with the
system of education which has produced
such lamentable results as have been pro-
duced so far. We have to ask: Is the
reform. advisableP Is it just? First of
all we may inquire, are there reasons for
dissatisfaction? .1salythere are strong and
numerous reasons. If there be none, will
the Premier tell us how it is there has
been such an enormous increase in our
Educatioual vote? It cannot be caused
by the increase of population, because if
you look at the r-ecords of children attend-
ing the Government Schools in the last
four or five years, they do not account
for the large increase in the vote for this
year. The Premier says one reason why
we want these Assisted Schools is to
infuse some vitality into the Governmaent
Schools. Well, have they done that in
the past? On the contrary, have they
not done unmitigated harm? All these
statements are arguments and reasons
why we should set our house in order,
because the education now provided is so
lamentably below what it ought to he.
No member in this Ho~use can conscien-
tiously say it is satisfactory to find that
almost one-half of our children are edit
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cated at the schools of a denomination
representing one-fourth of the popula-
tion. The real question is this: We
have agreed, beyond dispute, that the
State must educate its own children.
That is recognised, I think, beyond ques-
tion. And it will be very interesting for
members to ask themselves this question:
Where does the greatest opposition to
the State education comec from? Does
it not come from exactly the same quarter
.as that widch now tries to set itself
behind this education grant? Does it
not seem absurd for us to subsidise an
opposition which has a blighting effect
such as this has had? We have had
this rivalry and this competition for over
twenty years, and what has been the
result? Is it satisfactory ? On the
reoutrarv, has not the effect been to con-
stantly and materially degrade the stand-
arci of our public schools ? And what
right have we to continue a system which
has anl injurious effect upon the educa-
tion which we are bound to ])rovide? It
is said we should do an outrage and an
injury to a minority of the population by
abolishing this grant. I take it that ifth~e
majority require a certain thing to be done,
it must he done; and if we get away
from that principle, there is not only an
end of all good government, but an end
of all kinds of goverunment. If the
majority determine that the only schools
to be subsidised shall be schools to which
all may go, and if the minority cannot
accept that by sending their children to
those schools, then surely the minority
ought to pay for their own separate
system, and bow their heads to the wish
of the majority. For the purpose of
assisting and placating the minority, we
continue a system which causes a large
amount of displeasurie to the great major-
itv. You can't get away from that fact.
We ask ourselves, after all: If this be
good, what are Assisted Schools required
for ? Under the regulations of thle Act,
religious instruction is -allowed to be
given only at specified times of the day,
anti not during the hours allotted for
secular instruction. Why, then, is it
considered necessary, by sotte persons,
that the system. of education in these
Assisted &chools should be in the hands
of teachers who have had a. certain reli-
gions traininig, if 'that religious training
is -not brought to hear, except for one

half-hour a day? As to the Govern-
ment inspector catching tile teacher if he
does it during the school hours, it would
require an army of inspectors 'to do that.
Under the existinig law, provision is made
by which religious instructors canl go
into the State Schools and give religious.
lessons during a certain time, the same
as can be done in She Assisted Schools.
If they simply want to give religions
instruction during this half-hour, why
cannot that religious instruction be given
in the State Schools by the Catholic
instructors, at the same time that reli-
gious lessons are given to other children
in those schools by religious instructors
of other denominations P If that pro-
vision is sufficient for the other religious
bodies, why is it not sufficient for the
Romian Catholics? Instead of giving
them a money vote for the purpose of
salving their consciences, we give them a
vote for the purpose of carr 'ying on a fad,
almost. If we provide a systejn of State,
education which to reasonable persons is
sufficient, what right have they to 4sk -us
to pay for provisions which eniable the
Roinan Catholics to give religious in-
struction uinder special conditions ? If
that half-hour in Assisted Schools is the
only time devoted to religious instruc-
tion, it i8 very peuifiiar that the Roman
Catholics attach so mnuch imiportance to
having roligiolLS teachers brought up
nder particuliar religious instru1ction.

It is hardly necessary to deal6 with the
question of cost, and I ami glad to see the
Premier did not deal with it at such
length as to show that lie regarded it as
important.

THE PREoME (Hdo. Sir J. Forrest):
It is anl important argument, I think.

MR. JAMES: In the annual vote for
education, £16,000 is the amount al-
lotted in saaies for the Government
Schools, and £24,000 is for the Assisted
Schools;, but hon. members will bear in
mind that out of the vote for. Govern-
nieat Schools must come the cost of
maintaining and repairing the school
bu ildings, whereas the £4,000 for Assisted
Schools goes entirely for teaching pur-
poes and no part of it for buildings:
and, further, whilst every penny that
goes to a Catholic School isof use directly
for that denomiination, every penny that
goes to a State School belongs as muchi
to the Catholics as to other bodies. But,
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in addition to giving this amount, the
State provides all the educational machi-
nery for those parts of the colony where
population is scattered, and where educa-
tion is most expensive, and it is a peculiar
fact that Assisted Schools are established
only in those parts where they will pay.
We have had instances where a Govern-
ment School has been established, under
conditions, and as soon as a certain
amount of support has been obtained, an
Assisted School is set up by a religious
denomination, and not only does it
take away some of the children, but it
thereby decreases the efficiency of the
Government School. If this question of
cost is any argument, there is another
aspec-t in which the Cost may be con-
sidered; for if we are to give way to the
demand of those who support Assisted
Schools, we must take note otf the fact
that they are not satisfied with the amount
of one-half, or thereabout, which they get
uow fromt the State as a grant in aid of
the cost of education, aid that they have
been say' ing they want as mnuch per head
as is paid to the Government Schools.
Surely it is somewhat inconsistent for
these men, after making this demand for
an increase of the grant, to turn round
now and support their case against this
motion by saying the Assistd Schools
should not be interfered with because
they do not receive the same proportion
of aid as is paid to Government Schools.
I do not think we ought to treat the
question ais one of cost, for I have no
doubt that, if you were to give to any
particular religious body a, monopoly of
the education of the country, that body
would undertake to do it for nothing.
Therefore, if it is to be a question of cost,
we may save expense by handing over the
whole educational system to some religious
body. In the speeches delivered by the
deputation the other day, the Very
Rev. Father Bourke is reported to have
said that no further concession is pos.
sible. Concession from whomP It is
startling to hear of a religious body
talking about making concessions to Par-
liament and concessions to the Govern-
nment. And it is said they have already
.yielded a great deal! They gave way to
:the recent alteration of the Education
Act, and the result of that. was that S'ou
allowed religious instruction to be given
in State Schools as well as Assisted

Schools; but it dues not seem to me a
very great concussion for a religious body
to make, in giving way to such a reform
as that, although we may bear in mind
that the Education Act now in existence
was brought forward at a time when this
particular body had the supreme power
in the Con try, and that there was no
provision made in it for any religious
instruction to be given in the schools. I
want, as far as possible, to have a system
of education that will be a credit to us,
and not a system that is now a disgrace.
The sister colonius have a system that
does them credit, and -although it may be
costly, the mouey is readily provided.
Those colonies have cast aside theAssisted
School system; and when a proposal is
muade to do the same in this colony, the
onus of proving the necessity for such
change is not on uts who want to keep
abreast of modern education, but on those
who want to be lagging back and never
lookingforward. There is quite sufficient
need for some alteration in this colony.
There is. perhaps, too much prejudice
amongst us West Australians, although
I am ond myself, and a great deal of
that prejudice might be removed if we
were all brought, up together in a common
school, and if there were 110 drawing of a
barbed wire round one denomination.
1 say we never shall have a proper system
so long as we have one uinder which these
religious differences are perpetuated. If
any religious body want to keep their
schools under a separate system, let them
make the sacrifice by paying for their
own system; but the State has no right
to recognise the existence of any separate
religious body' . We ought to do our
utmost to increase the efficiency and the
attractiveness of those schools which are
carried on by the State; and wre have no
right to depart from that principle by
paying money to soothe the injured
consciences of a minority.

Mn. COOKWORTHY: According to
the arguments used in this debate, the
dual system of education has been put
on its trial. The question is whether the
Assisted Schools should be abolished
altogether; and, judging by what has
dropped from the bon. member (Mr.
James), one would think the only way to
promote education would be to abolish
the Denominational Schools. The reports
of the Government Inspector show that
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the Denominational Schools are, if any-
thing, superior to the Governuent~chools,
and I believe they are so. I know a
great nuber of Protestants who send
their children to the Rtoman Catholic
Schools, because those parents are dis-
satisfied with 'the educa~tionl given in the
Government Schools. I know a great
number of people who have attended the
Roman Catholic Schools because they
were dissatisfied with the education given
in the Government Schools. The Educa-
tion Departiment is onc of t he most
important in the State, and it is the
one that is the worst paid and the
least thought of; and before you abolish
the Assisted School systemn, you ought
to imnprove the Government schools, so
as to offer the people something better
than is offered at present. You cannotsay
to any religious denomination at present,
"We, won't grant any aid to your schools
because we have something bctter to give
you." I hope there has been an improve-
meat lately, but I say that for many
years the teachers in the Government
Schools were, many of them, totally a~n-
fitted for the positions they held; and as
to the miora teaching. I am sure it was
far better in tile Catholic Schools than in
the Government Schools. You may im-
prove the Government Schools; and when
.you make them. superior to the schools of
the Catholics, or any other sect, then will
be the time to do away with the dual
system. But that system hnt been
carried on in Eugland with great success,
and nobody in England has proposed to
do away with it; while in this country
the schools of the different denominations
are, if anything, superior to the Govern.
mieat Schools. I should be happy to give
mjy vote for a large incr~ease in the educa-
tion grant, and for mnaking the Govern-
ment Schools more efficient; but until
they a.re improved, I think it would be
wrong to interfere with the cdul&Ltiou
vote to the Assisted Schools, which have
done such good. service to the country.
I know that the education given in those
schools has been considered by maiy
parents to be far superior, and they have
sent their children there; and I never
heard of a single instance where proselyt-
ism was carried on. The reason for doing
away with the Denominational Schools
does not seem to me to be because they
are had, but simply beeaus4 the systemn

does not suit the ideas of certain mem-
bers. I shall not support the motion.

MR. MORAN : The importance of this
subject demands a few words, more
especially when candidates at the elections
may have given certain pledlges or ex-
pr-essed certain opinions upon it. I do
not for a moment consider that a speech
such as that of the hon. member for East
Perth (Mr. James) should be alflo-wed to
go by unchallenged, when lie wishes to
arrogateu to hiniself in this House all that
is liberal and progressive in suplport of
the motion. He asks howv it is that the
Government are constantly looking back-
ward, and always raking up the argu-
mnent that institutions which have proved
serviceable in the past, and are sup-
posed to have the veneration of age,
should be -allowed to continue? If the
hon. memiber is con stantly brin ging before
this Hunse the idea that we should amend
the Constitution Act in the direction of
no taxation without representation, that
being the oldest p~rinciple of the British
Constitution, then wiry does he not attack
that principle on account of its age ?
Smrely a law yer ought to know that the
common law of England is very old also,
and why does he not attack it? I say the
hon. inember's argument is not one that
should deuded the members of this House,
to say that because a thing is old or
ancient it nust he done awmay with.
Alhough I arn amongst the foremost
of Liberals, and shall always advocate
everything tr-uly democratic. and pro-
gressive, yet, at the same time, we are
surely to learn fromL What has gone0 past.
If we are going to improve upon the
past, let us dTo so; but surely the very
fact of the age of this sechool systemn
should not be taken as a reason1 for
abolish iiig it. That argument wats simply
an attempt to cast obloquy upon a prin-
ciple which is old. As to' the education
system and its results in other pabrts of
Australia, I will simply sa 'y that I know
as5 uch about the State School system
in the other colonies as any member of
th~is House. [AIR. MONGER: O)h, dear'!]
If it conies to ai question of arguing what
has been the result in other parts of the
world or in the Eastern colonies, there
are some very grave considerations to be
borne in mind. No doubt it was laid
down as a prim ary factor in the other
colonies that the State would and should

a
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educate its children, and the State in the
other colonies has done so; but scarcely
a newspaper can be taken up without
our seeing reports of acts committed
by forgers, deftalters, and other offen-
ders ag-ainst the Jaw in those colonies,
It cannot be said that these numerous
offencos are due to the want of a school
education, for there is no better educated
class in the world, in the sense of being
taught to read anud write, than in the
Eastern colonies. And taking the oldest
colony of the group, New South Wales,
as a sample of that system of education,
we know that colony is the most dis-
tinguiished. for larrikinisin, and is also
the muost distinguished for its private
schools-I refer more especially to the
Catholic Schools of New South Wales,
which havc produced somse of the finest
men in the ranks of statesmen and profes-
sional men. I will now come to the only
arguments lbrougbt forward this evening
in favour of the mnotion. It lins been
stated that it is- injudaicious to have rival
systems of schools competing, to the
deterioration of one systemn. It is also
latid down, as a canon in the education of
this colony, as in other colonies, that a6
certain class of building and a certain
minimium space per scholar must be iro-
vided; therefore, if you have at building
which will accommnodate 200 children,

rogly it will cost twice as mnuchi a.s a
1)11fling to accommoate 100 children.
And, mark. you, those who build an
Assisted School have to pay the whole
cost of their building, without any con-
tribution from the. State, for they get not
one little of assistance fromn the State
towards the building. That being so, is
it not a great burden taken off the tax-
payers, when the school accommodation
for so mnany thousands. of children has
been provided by a religious body, thereby
relieving the people in the colony fromn
so much taxation? Roughly speaking,
£-50,000 has been spent by thec Catholic
denowmation. of this colony in school
buildings, and is not that a big sum ?
The interest on tha sum, if borrowed at
4 per cent., would be £2,000 ayear; and
that yearly interest would be equal to
more than the amount granted. annually
by the State to these Assisted Schools.
Therefore, in making this annual grant
t6 Assisted Schools, the colony as a
whole simply pays an amount equal to

the interest on that loan, and it gets the
£50,000 as a6 loan to the State from a

religiou body for nothing. The new
l 1.ildings must also be up to the Govern-
mnent standard of requirements, and must
have certain appliances and certain venti-
lation; although, as a matter of fact, the
Catholic Schools are not only as good ats
the Government Schools, but even better.
I have heard it stated by the member for
the Gascoyne (Mr. Rt. F. Shell), many a
time, that the State shoul d help those who
help themselves, anid he hats said that if
the Government would follow out that
principle lie would always assist them.
WVell, here you have an imlportant section
of the community aiding themselves, and.
they are equally as respectable and equally
entitled to justie as any ether section;
and. they not only htelp) themselves, but
they relieve the State of three-fourths of
the cost for educating their children, while
asking for only a modest fourth of the
amnount they expend on these schools.
I come to the second argument, and I
will challenge contradiction on this also.
Looking through the regulations of the
Education Boards of the colony, you
will find it laid down ais an axiom, and it
has been tong since adopted in the East-
ern colonies, that one teacher shiall teach
so mtany children, and no more. If that
principle holds good, then .every child

yonu take away from the Goveriimeat
tchers and place tinder instruction in

an Assisted School, is so much relief to
the State, and yon thereby relieve the
State of the whole cost of providing
teachers for the -2,000 children now
educated in A ssisted Schools. If the
mover of this inotion is as good as his
word, he will answer that argument in a
straightforward way. Then there is the
administrative work of the Education
Departmnrt which would be, entailed by
keeping a larger staff of teachers, if there
were no Assisted Schools. I think the
other colonies at present have almost.
over-educated their population, by allow-
ing their zeal for education to outstrip
the bounds of prudence; for I maintain
that the results of the education systemi
in those colonies have not been such ats
to warrant this colony in following the
example. It is not mere book learning
that will teach children to be honest and
good citizens. I have known some of
the worst villains the -world has, produced,
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who could read and write in many lan-
guages. In the name of good common
sense, if we can relieve the public pocket
of the expense of educating a large pro-
portion of the children in the colon5,,

*why not take this opportunity and
relieve ourselves of what has been one
of the min factors in leading the
other colonies into that '1 Slough of Des-
pond," their present public debt? A-s
to the standard of education, it is laid
down by statute; and one portion of the
community produces that standard article
for X1 per head, while it costs the State
£4 a. head to produce the samne article.
Where, then, does the argumient come
in about the State mianagement being
superior to private enterprise ? I will now
refer to the principal movers and sup-
porters of this motion. The bon. member
for Geraldton is a very estimable citizen,
no doubt, in his own mind, but I should
Like to remind him that when he says the
-whole country demands this change of
system, he is not speaking the truth.
And, furthermore, I remeniber the comi-
motion that was caused over his own
election, when he -was, a candidate -for
Geraldton, and that, on the spur of the
moment, another candidate entered the
field, a scratch man, almost unknown iiia
public senise, and lie almost beat him (Mr.
Simpson) on this very question. Here
we bare the eloquent, the learned, the
we-ll-known man of ability, this politician
of many colours, almost knocked out by a
scratch candidate.

Mn. SrmPsoN: Your crowd would have
voted for a bit of jarrah.

Mia. MORAN : If they had voted for a
bit of jstrrah, they would have had some-
thingr to depenid upon; but I am afraid
very few can depend on the bion. member
and his polities. If a scratch candidate,
who had only two or three weeks'
canvassing, could nun the lion. member
so closely, it shows that although the
" redl herring" of religion has been drawn
across this tracwk to-night, it is the
action of those who are not themselves
actuated by the highest motives of
toleraition. With regard to the lion.
member for Perth (Mr. Randell), I need
not say much about his opposition, for I
do not look on the lion. member. for
Perth as being identified with modern
thought at all. Both himself and his
Politics belong to the. "1stone age," or to

*what in this colony may be called ancient
history. The hon. member talks about
his duty to the State-to the State,
indeed !-though I believe lie opposed the
introduction of railways into this colony,
and I an not certain whether he did not
oppose the introduction of telegamphs.

Mu. RA.NDELL: I rise to contradict the
hon. member. He should not make these
assertions unless he knew they were
founded on fact, which I emphatical-ly
deny.

MR.- MORAN: Notwithstanding the
denial of the lion, member for Perth, I
am not lprelpared to withdraw my words.

THiE SPEAKER: The hion. member
for Yilgarn must withdraw his words.
He has made a statement which the lion.
membher for Perth ways is not trute; and
he must accept the denial, and withdraw
the words.

MR. MORAN: Very well, I will with-
draw them. The bion, member for East
Perth (Mr. James) must not be looked
ujpon as a paragon of Jpolitieal liberaitiy.
He said the State should not recognise
any religious boly which differs from
the State systemi.

MR. JAwEs: I said the State has no
right to recognise any separate religious
body.

MRn. MORAN: I took down the hon.
inetiaber's words. I suppose if the lion.
membler were in Persia, he would worship
the sun; or if he were in China, he would
become a Buddhist, that being the State
religion there-[ALN HoN. MEMBER: No,
no]-or, if not, it is Oonfucianisma, which
is very close, and at any rate the hon.
member would adopt the religion of
China;- or if he were in certain parts of
India, where in ancient times the State
taught Buddhism and enforced it, he
would be a Buddhist, or if in at certain
portion of America, say in Salt Lake
City. he would no doubt be a, Mormon,
and take to himself many wives. I hope
that, while I am an Australian, I shall1

Ialways think it to be my first dutty to
Ibe true to the religious convictions -which
I hold. Do we ever find the Catholic
body in any of these Australiant colonies
wishing to take away one penny-worth
of support from any other religious
denomination: ?I, as a Roman Catholic,
if I am not true to my religion, must be
untrue to my State. As to the assertion
of the lion. mnember for East Perth
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about proselytising in Catholic Schools,
and an army of inspectors being required
to pevent it, I throw his statement back
in Ts teeth. Let him produce one in-
stance of proselytismn in a Catholic School,
and not make this general assertion.

MR. JAMES: I never said they did.
MR. MORAN: You said it would

take an -army of inspectors to detect the
teachers in proselytising the children.
You left it to be implied. If the fathers
and mothers of this denomination sa
they *aut to have their children edu-
cated in at certain way, are they any 'wors
for that? Will the opponents dare to say
the clergy of that denomination are not
good citizens? Do we not find their
names foremost in every' movement? Do
we not find the head of that Church
always taking the part of the poor aaxd
oppressed? And do we not find every
Catholic prelate doing the same ?

MR. RANDELL: I saY, NO.
Isi. MORAN: Your assertions are

not worth much to me. I told you before,
I cannot look upon you as belonging to
the modern age. Would anyone say
Bishop Gibney would sneak about trying
to proselytise children? Is he not an
honest and nohle man? Has he not been
striving, for the past thirty-five years, to
civilise Western AustraliaF Yes, he has
even ventured his life amongst the blacks
in the wild parts of this country. Has
he not led a noble example to those who
are teaching Christianity ? r have sp 'ken
feelingly. If theo Catholic denom~ination.
in this country must stand alone, though
I hope they will not, and it is a very un-
pleasant matter to have this queston
raised at a time when the colony is
involved in large public works;- but if
the Catholics are a third of the l:opniation,
they will have a third of the voting
power in the elections, and as surely as
we have Responsible Government here
now, so surely will there be two parties
in this colony. and I say, fearlessly, let
the Catholics stick to that party which
will give them justice, and by working
together with one 'will, as one mani,
they will be able to get a modicum of
that justice of which they do not ask the
whole. I hope the Government will be
annious and cager to extend the public
schools as far into the country as settle-
maent has gone. I am pleased to see, in
the Estimates, amounts for schools on

our farthest goldfields; and I hope that
wherever there is a population such as
there is in Pei-th, the Catholics will build
their own schools, and so relieve the
State to that extent. We in this House
whyo are Roman Catholics have been
returned here, not upon this question,
for it was not mooted in my election-
we have been returned here, not as
bigots, but as men of toleration; and
whbilst I am trite to my own religious
convictions, I cannot inflict any injnry
upon others in this eountr-y.

Ma. IJOTON : The principles under-
lying this motion have keen debated from
nil standpoints, It has been said by the
Premier that the question of vast is net
very important. Taking that principle,
it seems to me that, if it was not very
imiportant, there would be no necessity to
discuss 'it. The real importance lies in
the item on the Estimates. before us.
Particular denominations want assist-
ance; therefore it is a money grant. It

is put forward that the cost of educating
children under the Assisted School system
is much less than the cost of educaLtingr
them in the Government Schools, and
that therefore the State suffers by having
the dual system. I may point out at
once that, whben the Eflucation Act was
entered upon in 1871, the people who
were in favour of the dual system agreed
to accept a less contribution from the
State than was to be paid to the State
Schools; therefore it would be useless to
argue that the Assisted Schools cost less
than the State Schools, because they can-
not cost so much, for it is laid down in
the Act that the contribution ffom the
State is to be in the proportion of only
one-half. The argument with regard
to cost is scarcely a fair one, on this
ground, that the Assisted Schools arc
established only in the larger centres
of population, where theo cost of main-
taining schools is less in proportion
thanu in. the outlying districts where
similar schools are established by the
State. That is one great reason why the
Denominational Schools are able to show,
by comparison, that the cost of educating
children in them is less per head than in
the State Schools. As to efficiency in the
Assisted Schools, as shown by some hon.
Members, that is not a fair comparison
in connection with the children attending
the State Schools, because you are tom-
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paring the Assisted Schools again in the
main centres of population, and you have
a higher class of teachers in those centres.
On these grounds alone the standard of
teaching is naturally higher in the towns,
as compared with the standard in the
small country schools. I maintain, that,
in this comparison, the standard of effi-
ciency is taken from the average attend-
ance in Government Schools throughout
the colony, and that it is unfair to compare
it with the standard of efficiency taken
from the average attendance in Assisted.
Schools which are in the large centres of
population. Of course we ought to ex-
peet a higher standard of efficienciy in.
the Assisted Schools, because they do not
exist in all the smiall centres of poput-
lation. I am not putting this forward as
an argumnent againist the Assisted Schools,
but only to show that the comparison
which has been made is not ab fair one, to
that extent. Withi regard to the As-
sisted Schools, I think great praise is due
to themn in every way; and, further, there
is no doubt that, although the Assisted
School system hats been taken advantage
of matinly by one denomination, and until
recently ahmost solely by one denomina-
tion, yet it maust be admitted that, even
in Perth, there are children of other
religious denominations attending the
Catholic Schools. There are various
reasons, f or this. Possibly one reason is
that these children get a cheaper educa-
tion at the Assisted Schools, because it]
the Government Schools a fee is charged;
and with regard to the Public; Schools, the
fees are ain asset to the State, but in the
case of Assisted Schiools the fees do not
comie into the State coffers. I believe the
education given in the Assisted Schools
is very efficient. The principle seemsk
to have been laid down in the Aius-
tralian colonies geneorally, and in this
Assemubly, that it is, the duty Of the State
to educate the children or see that they
are educated. That education ineans
purely secular education, according to
the speeches made to-nighit. I am sorry
the State cannot A present see its way
to a sounder education than a purely
secular education, for 1 would like to
see every child receive a, certain amtount
of ireligious training, and we should then
have a much better class of children
growing uip. We are met with this diffi-
culty, that because there are people of

so many different faiths, it is recognised
that the State cannot interfere by giving
religious teaching, but must leave to the
different denominations the duty of pro-
viding religious instruction for the young.
While the Government provides a certain
standard of instrnction in schools that
are open to all. classes and creeds, why
should it depart from that system, in
favour of one or two or more creedsP
On what grounds should it do soP

MR. MORAN: It does not do so.
MR. LOTON: I am aware of that; but

all denominations cannot take advanitage
of these State Schools, any more than the
State can take advantage of the oppor-
tuinity of teachbing religion in schools.
Why should not those people who have
particular creeds agree with the other
people in having some system of secular
education in the schools ? One hon.
member satid, "We will not allow our
children to attend the State Schools."
Another lion. member said, "We know
it is so." I agree with the Catholics that
it is desirable to have religious education
given to their children, anld I should be
glad. to see all children receiving a, reli-
gious education. But while we must
recognise that the State itself cannot give
this religious instruction, therefore it is
unreasonalble for any particular reliaions
body to expect the State to set aside a
special sum for this purpose. If wre vote
for the motion before the House, we shall
pledge ourselves to be in favour of dis-
continuing the dual system. I should be
in favour of that system of education
which would allow the State, or the
different, religious communities, to give
religions instruction in the State Schools.
With regard to the contribution that is
given to the Assisted Schools, before that
assistance ceases 1 say a fair and reason-
able notice should be given.

MR. CONN9OR:- We Would not take anly
notice. We want justice only.

Mu. LOTON: I say it would be an
injustice to stop the systemi without due
and ample notice. 1 intend to support
the motion.

11R. SIMPSON: I do not purpose
trekpassing long on the time of the House,
in alluding to the lack of argument which
has been shown by those opposing the
motion. If the motion accomplishes no
further purpose, this debate will have a
great effect in the country. The Premier,
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with tha~t grace which sometimes sur-
rounds his action when members dare to
act in an independent miannzer, alluded] to
the fact that in a recent contested election
I was returned by what he considered a
smuall majority; but I would point out
that, in his elections, hie was nlever the
result of a majority yet, for lie is; a. sort
of political accident in the State, the
result or a political coma. which exists in
time place lie represents. One or two
other members alluded to matters of that
sort. There is that Scotch prover) which
suggests that people in doubtf ul positions
should keep their breath to cool their
own porridge-it may become serviceable
some day. As far as I have seen their
political efforts they are not particularly
brilliant, and I do not think they are
likely to stainp themselves very serviceably
on thme statute book of the colony. I do
not know that the debates in this House
have gathered any great weight of intelli-
gence from their contributions, uip to the
present. As to that political buck-
whacker for Yilgarn, who referred so
slightingly to the lion, member for
Perth - one who has given so many
years of gratuitous labour to the admnin.
istration of the Education Act as a.
umemnlber of time Central Board-there
is this grave difference between his
arguments on this question and those
used b y the member fc& Yilgaxin, that
they are foiuded ulpon fact, whereas the
muember for Yilg-arn trusts largely to his
imagination for his facts, and on his
memory for his jokes. The member for
Fremntle and Commissioner of Crown
Lands, it was singular to observe, used
thle words "bigotry " and " intolerance; "
these words falling in almost exact
sequence from time member for East
Kimuberley, the member for Yilgarn, and
the memaber for Fremnantle. Tt may occur
to sonie hon. niembers that there niighmt
he a reason for that identity of launage.
I shiall try to discover a. reason to-.
mourrow. It was peculiar that these three
particular members talked of tigotry and
intolerance. So far as I have observed
tme tone of this House, I have never
noticed bigotry or intolerance on any
question. Wliy should we he frightened
to express our views on this particular
niatter ? I have in my hands a circular
letter which has been addressed to some
bon. members of this Ho use. It is dated

" Perth, 4th October, 1894," and after
calling attention to the motion which I
had given notice to move in this House,
it winds up by saying :--" Knowing your
liberal sentiments, and appreciating 'your
desire to deal out even-handed justice to
every section of thie commnunity, I will
esteem it a favour, &C., and asks himl to
oppose the niotion. Thtcircular reeived
a certain amiount of distribution amongst
membmers, thiough I do not think it went
all round to thle 33 members of this
House, and you may be sure a copy wvas
notaddresse;d to me.

THE: PENnmsa (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest).
It was not supplied to me.

MR. SIMPSON: I think the Premier
was ear-marked on Saturday mnorning,
and there was no necessity, after that,
to send it to him. The Commnissioner of
Crown lands said I have taken particulam'
action to try and destroy the utility of
the Churches. The hion. member's glib-
ness of tongue, which invariably exceeds
his power of judgment, contributed to
what is a distinct and deliberate and
carefully considered umisrepresentation.
And the gentleuman who represents East
Riinberley, on behalf of his constituents,
spoke on time Education question. Now,
fancy the Education questiomi agitating
the electors of East IKiinberley! It was
also announced to-nighit-and the air has
been rather full of threats-that, directlyV;
ademand would lie made for an. increased

vote for Assisted Schools. Then there
wvas another statement, that there would
be a great effort made to combine the
votes of a certain section with the vrotes
of that party which would give them thme
most in return-which means that certain
electors are to be bound hband and foot
to the dictation of one man, and must
drop their votes into the ballot box as lie
tells them-that is what is suggested for
controlling the politics of this country!
In a recent election there was a lettm'
written to one of the mnost practical
candidates in this country, and hie was,
asked if, in ease lie was support.d
by a certain political body, he would
vote for doubling the capitation allow-
ance. But, like a manl, he said lie
would not, and that he would not be
bound hand and foot by any section of
the community to do anything. That
happened to a. very, important nian in this
country-a mnan whose political action OnL
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all questions carries very great weight.
The question of religion has been alluded
to in this debate, but some of the speakers
did not distinguish between .sec-tarianism
and i-eligion, although there is a marked
distinction. As to the weight of argu-
ment, we have had very little argumnent.
We have had a statement of the existing
facts, and thle Premier, on behalf of the
administration of the Education Act,
pointed out a condition of things that is
absolutely a disgrace to the country. The
absence of argument by those who op-
posed the motion needs no comment. I
will submit the motion to the House
without trespassing more on your time.
I will lust allude to the rather happy
similte used by the hon. member for the
Moore, who spoke of the way in which a
snowball, rolled along, grows in size, and
how at last, when on an inclined plane, it
grathers such an impact in rolling that
it destroys all in front-of it.. I would
like the Ministry, the Forrest Minlistry,
to lay the illustration to heart; and I
can assure them, though they know
the growth of public opinion on this
question now, that there is more than
a snowball, there is an avalanche accu-
mulating that will obliterate the Forrest
MinistryV if* they do not recognise the
fact tlat the public opinion of this
country distinctly says: We will have
a system of education that will insist on
our children growing up equally, in all
degrees; and that no money shall be
voted to a system Which says that the
children of one section of the community
will be defiled by mixing with the children
of the other citizens of the State.

Question put, and division taken, with
the following result.-

Ayes..
Noes..

.. .. 11
.. ... 14

Majority against ... 3
Ayes. Rors.

Mre. Harper Mr. Burt
Mr. Iningwortb Mr. Connor
Mr, James Mr. Cookwortay
Kr. Keep Dir. A. Forrest
Xr, Lot.. Sir Jogn Forrest
Mr. adf Mr. Manolou
Kr. Ricardson Mr. Monger
Mr. Si1mpson Mr. Moran
Kr. Irnlen Mr. Paterson

Kr. Wood r. Pears
Mr. R. V. Shahl (Teller). Mr. Solomon

Mr. Throssell
Mr. ven
Mr. Lefrd~y (TeIIET).

Motion negatived.

ROADS ACT- AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

DROVINJ BILL
RE-COMMI'TTED.

Clause 6 (as amended):-
Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hoti.

S. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
the following words be*, inser-ted, after the
word "horses" in line i1; "camnels,
"cattle, ,or other stock (excepting sheep).

Put and passed.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved, as a. further amendment,
that the following sub-clause be added to
the clause--

-(z) Any drover neglecting to give
" the notice required by this motion shal
" be summarily punished before any two
" or more justices of the peace, and liable,
" on conviction, to a penalty not exceeding
,"fifty pounds."

Put and passed.
Bill reported with further amendments.

ADJOUBNMENT.

The House adjourned at 12-2O o'clock,
midnight.

T45aieCucl

Tuesday, 9t&~ October, 1894.

Excise Officer: appointment of-Perth Water: dredgiag
of-Houses of Parliamnt: erection of-Roads Act
Amendiment Bill;: first readinAg5inall Debt@ Ordin-
an~ce Auieundnent Dill: tbir reading-Bissoltoe
Street Closure Bill: second readnij; conmmittee-
Menlcls3 TInstitutIons nill; couuinittee-Adjourn.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 4-30 o'clock
p.m.

PRAYERS.
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